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Tonga Trip, via Kandavu.

June 4, 1925.

We left Suva about five oclock in the afternoon and arrived at

Kassalica Bay next day at five in the afternoon.

June 5. After we dropped the anchor I went ashore to find out about

the shearwaters. The Chief told me that it was too late for old

ones but may be a few young ones yet. It was too late today so we

planned to go up tomorrow morning.

June 6. Saturday. I engaged a guide for six shillings, to show us

the place sfoere the shearwaters are nesting, and to help us to find

them. After two hours walk over the hills we struck the first

nesting place. There were many old holes but with no birds inside.

Our guide knows every hole on this mountain so after he looked in

one, he went right straight to the other, ^e saw trails all over

the mountain where the shearwaters were nesting, and a great many

of the holes were empty and only five birds were found—all gray-

baoked.

I asked my guide what the people were doing, going to that

place over the mountain where the shearwaters were nesting, because

we saw many trails all over. He told me that the people went there

three times a week to get shearwaters to eat. It is too late to

find old birds because they start coming in Mhrch, and during March

and April the people kill many hundreds and take the eggs, but they

stop killing them during May in order to give the younger birds a

chance to grow up. In June they start killing the young ones for

eating, so this is tbs reason that very few are left in the holes.
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With the aid of the natives, whom I paid a shilling each, we collect-

ed about twenty in two days. A few land birds were collected, too,

and when we could find no more shearwaters in ths locality we sailed

out to the west end at noon on Monday and dropped the anchor again

at Tulaulia Bay near the Mount Washington about sunset.

June 9. I went ashore at daybreak and took two men with me to start

up Mount Washington. The only trail over the top is on the east side

of the mountain, but at some places we had to use our hands and feet

for climbing up. The bright-red-breasted parrot was calling, and a

few parakeets were seen at different places . I wanted to engage one

native to guide us to the place where the shearwaters were nesting

on the mountain but they all refused to go because the mountain is

too rough, and they said that noone could go to the place. We went

up anyhow. From half way up no birds were seen except a few warblers

and one wren, and at the top I saw only one green dove. There were

no shearwaters inside the holes. We went all around the hill where

a man can go, but nothing was found. At the northwest side of the

hill was a cliff all covered with woods, where the natives told me

the shearwaters go to nest, but noone can go there. As we came down

we collected a few yellow doves near the village, and a few parrots,

and other birds.

June 10. In the morning we came around Cape Washington and dropped

the anohor inside Denham Island near the Mbukelevuira village. The

weather was a little rough on the south side so we could not go out

looking for shearwaters, but we spent the day collecting some land

birds because the black shearwaters are all out now and come in for

nesting
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nesting in September, but the natives told me that they killed many

for food.

Kandavu

June 11, 1925. We went out to sea early in the morning to try for

shearwaters, and although we went out over ten miles but there were

no shearwaters inside, and the sea was rough for lowering the boat.

We waited until nine oclook and got out a few miles more, o I saw a

few black shearwaters but over a mile off and they did not come near

the ship. It would not matter if many came for we could not get one

because the sea was very thick to use the boat in such weather, so

we came back to the anchorage about noon and I went for some land

birds in the afternoon. I asked the natives if they saw any shear-

waters near the land and the chief told me that sometimes, -v#ien the

weather is rough for a few days the birds come very close to the land

but go out again with one or two days of good weather.

The wind blows steadily from the southeast and a little strong

right along, so I do not think that we are going to have any chance

for sea birds around Kandavu island.

June 12. Fresh southeast wind. The time goes by and we have a long

road to go with a head wind. In the morning we went out to the sea

to look for shearwaters, but there was not one near the land so we

sailed south fifty miles or more, all under thick weather, to look

for shearwaters. Occasional shearwaters were seen about a mile away

but we could not lower the boat in that high rolling of the sea. At

night we decide to go ahead to Turtle Island because we had a head

wind to fight and the time ran very fast. After a five-day sail
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against the head wind we dropped the anchor at Turtle Island on the

17th, about noon.

4

Turtle Island.

June 17. Turtle Island is very small and low, of limestone forma-

tion. I went ashore to see the chief about permission to collect,

and after the permit was granted we started out to collect. The

most common bird on the island is the swift, and next, the flying

fox, but there are not many species of land birds present. I saw

one different Minah here which we had not seen in the Fiji Islands

before but we could not get any of them today because there were so

many people following us. I hope to get one or two tomorrow. The

birds I saw on Turtle Island were the Samoan pigeon, Tahitian cuckoo,

yelloweyes, shrike, small parakeet, honey-sueker ,
yellow dove. There

may be some more species but I saw no more today.

June 18. Today we found no more species of birds, but the same as

yesterday. The new species that we discovered here yesterday we saw

again this morning at the sweet potato plantation, but as soon as

anybody cames near they all flew over the trees and got out of sight.

These birds look very wild and the people told me that they never

come near them except occasionally, when they came to eat with the

chickens, and when anyone approached they flew away. We at last

got six of them in the afternoon, when a flock of about ten came to

rest on a big tree near the plantation, under which we were stand-

ing at the time. Both of us shot together and brought down six.

When I picked up the first one I recognized them as of the same

species that we had secured in the Azores Islands, and which we
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called ’Esturnino ’ . I asked the people how long that bird has

lived in the island, and the answer was ’only about six months’.

I asked what the name of the bird was but was told that it had no

name because it was a new species and that noone yet knew its name.

This island is cultivated from end to end with sweet potatoes, yams,

manioc, and plenty of sugar cane. The forest in this island is very

small because the people used every inch of good ground for culti-

vating. The island produces very little copra and the natives use

many coooanuts for drinking, but the main industry of the island is

the making of tapa cloth. Hundreds of yards are made every month

and sent to Suva for sale. I was surprised that nobody came to me

to sell here as they do on other islands, but they sold only fruits

and vegetables.

m .

June 18. There is no water in the island. The natives use cocoanut

milk for drinking and keep the rain water for coffee or tea and sop.

There is only one village in the island and there ie one cement

tank for catching rain water, but thi3 tank is dry nearly all the

time because the rainy season is very short here. The natives told

me that the last ship called here nearly six months ago, so they

have no kerosene, nor sugar, nor soap. Nearly all the islands in

the Fiji group has its own sloops, but this island does not have any.

The collection here was small because there are not many birds in

the island. The cats destroy a good many birds for food so those

few in the island are very wild. After we cut a few trees for fire

wood we sailed out again about noon on the day 19.

June 20. Ono Ilau Islands.

We sailed from Turtle Island yesterday at ten oolock in the
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morning, under the gale blowing from the southeast, and after twenty-

six hours of terrible weather, we dropped the anchor again in the

front of Ono Ilau Island, outside the reef. All the way from

Eandavu we had a hard fight against the head wind. If this life

goes on a little longer it is going to kill us. The anchorage in

Ono Ilau Islands is about three miles off shore and between the

reefs and the land there is a strip of deep water. I went ashore

in the afternoon to find out about birds. We took almost three hours

to reach the land. The current set out toward the north from the

lagoon on the south side and ran off toward the north with the vio-

lence of about eight or nine knots per hour. The main village is

on the south side of the big island so we left the boat on the north

side and walked across the land. The Chief was out of the island

but the man on his place told me that it was alrightfor us to go on

collecting what we wanted in the island. On account of the strong

current the boat takes nearly all day to go and come back on one trip

so I decided to make camp ashore for two days.

June 22. There was one new shore bird on this island vdiioh we had

never before seen in the south sea. This is from the spina’s family

and lives on the sandy beach among the reefs. We collected a few

of these birds today. The land birds are very few in number, and on-

ly six species—barn own, gallinule, yelloweye, shrike, warbler,

and small parakeet. The island is very small and has five more small

islets around it. All of them are low and bare with no forests and

with no high trees. The highest part is covered with small bushes.

There are very few birds in the island, most all of them living

round the village among the bread fruit trees. I made a camp ashore

for two days, but collection was very small because there is not
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enough birds in the island. The weather is furious from the south-

east, but on Wednesday the 24th the wind cane around to the north-

east and blew a strong gale, and we had to get away from the island.

While we stopped at Qno Ilau Island, I secured some information

about the two small islands which lay about 35 miles south of this

island. One man told me that it is too late to go there now. He

says the islands are very bad for landing because they are very

small and flat, and the reefs go very far off, and the surf breaks

heavily all around the reefs. The only good time for landing there

is from March to May, and during this time there is an occasional

chance, but nothing certain. He told me that two species of land

birds—warblers, and yelloweye and a few species of water birds in-

cluding blade shearwaters which he says are nesting there from

September to December. We cleared off from Ono Ilau Island about

noon on the 24th, under the furious weather, with double reef on

fore and main sails and with the head siils down. The weather heat

us wry heavily until Friday the 26th, in the afternoon; on the 27th,

in the morning, we were in sight of the land of the Tongatabu Island

of the ^onga Group. About ten in the morning we dropped the anchor

in Nukualofa Bay.
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Tonga Islands
8

July 8 to 19, 1925. Our collection at Tongatabu was very short be-

cause there are not very many birds. After securing permission to

collect we sailed out for Eua Island on the 8th, but the rough

weather prevented ua from dropping the anchor, and from the lowering

the boat, so we qoent the night outside under very rough weather, and

the next morning we had to go for shelter back to Tongatabut Island.

On the 10th we got out again in the morning and landed at Eua Island

about noon. lery few birds were seen, among them a few parrots of

Which I collected three. We spent the night near the land and tried

again next day about 11, but the birds are the same as of Fiji and of

Samoa. The island has very good soil of limestone, with springs of

water on the south end and all full of vegetation, but the people

is very very lax, so the greatest part of the island remains wild

and full of forests. Guava trees we saw all over the island, full of

fruit already ripe, but nobody cares for it so the wild birds helped

themselves to the guava fruit all the year round. I met here two

white men who lease a large tract of land each and expect to make a

very good plantation, and to help the natives too. They can find

nobody to work for them so they use the land for cattle. One of

the white men, Mr. Powell, showed me a large cave on his plantation,

but the cave shows no indication of having been inhabited by cave men

because the wall all around is covered with something like frost and

very thick.

The next day, under the rough weather and head wind we sailed

for Ata Island mfoich lies about 85 miles southwest of Eua Island,

and we reached the island on Monday afternoon, the 13th. Ata is very

small and a very bad landing place and there is only one place where
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where landing is possible, and this is not very safe, either. Next

day we landed again and had to walk about half a mile around the is-

land, over very rough rooks, 'until we found a place to go up into

the forest. I cannot tell anything about the interior of the island

because I staid down near the sea and collected and skinned them be-

for going back on board, because under the heavy rolling I can’t

do anything on the ship. After we came on board, we sailed off again

for the main group of the Tonga Islands. Rough weather and head

wind is the best luck for the poor schooner ’Prance’, but Tshile we

were near the Ata Islands we saw one wandering albatross and few

white-bellied shearwaters, but far away from us.

After the hard fight against the rough weather and head wind

we dropped the anchor on Friday afternoon, the 17th near the Kelefesia

Islands. We went ashore and our first surprise was to see sooty fly-

catchers in this small islet. The number of birds from each island

goes in a separate list so anyone can see how many different species

there are in each island at which we stopped. We saw that the shear-

waters were nesting in this island (Kelefesia) but we don't know

what kind there is because they are all out from the island,now, but

we saw the holes on the ground at two different places, and some swal-

lows, also nesting there.

Tonumeia and Telekit onga Islands.

The next morning, the 18th, we moved to Tonumeia island, but

found the same kind of birds and one more (Clementine dove), and some

ground doves, rails, and gallinules. This island, like Kelefesia,

is very small and unhabited, but the people from the big islandsused

to plant them and come here once in awhile

to pick up food. About ten oclook in the morning we sailed out again
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for (Telekitonga Island) only about twelve miles distant from this.

After we dropped the anchor we went ashore and found two native

men there which take care of the island, because it is private pro-

perty and belongs to the white man. It is thickly forested yet and

the owner is just starting to clear the land for planting cocoanut

trees, but the birds here are the same as on the other two islands

so we had nothing new to report.

Lai ona Islands-

July 20 - 23, 1925. Juring those three days we worked four small

islands under the gale which was blowing. There is nothing new to

report on birds since there are few species and few birds in this

group of Tonga Islands.

Nomuka Island

Nomuka is the large island which we worked in those three days

and we expected to find more birds and different species, but in

vain. These islands are all low land and the forests have few trees

and bushes which have berries for food for birds. The most common
comnon

bird was the/tail of which there was a large flock. There are few

other birds on the island. It is nearly all covered with cocoanut

trees, bananas and taro, but the ground is badly worked. The orange

trees have their limbs full of fruit at present, and all golden yel-

low. I never before saw orange trees look so beautiful. The ground

under the trees is all covered with oranges and the people don't care

for them.

Honga Tonga and Honga Hapai Islands.

July 24. These two islands are of volcanic origin and rise from the
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deep sea with no anchorage of any sort around them. Honga Tonga

Island, the smallest, is 490 feet high and has cliffs all around

straight up and down which nobody can climb up except on the west

end because the rocks at that place are loose and the cliff is

steep. Mr. Beck and I went up with great difficulty. I reached

the top and got onto flat ground at last, but Mr. Beck found it

more convenient to go back down than to risk his life on such a

steep and dangerous place. Anyhow, I was safe on top so I kept on

to the other end of the island. At the top the soil is soft and

all honey-combed by some shearwaters, but not those I found there,

because these were nesting right on top of the ground and not in

holes, and I found some young ones,and two fresh eggs with the bird

on them.

My first welcome at the top was from a ground dove which came

very near me only eight or ten feet away, and then flew away again,

but I shot her. After this I saw ten or twelve more of which I col-

lected five, and two Qlemantine doves, also. At one tree I saw a

flock of pigeons and several yelloweyes, and a few warblers were

calling from the trees but I did not see any of them. I saw two

owls fly away but I had no chance to shoot them. The red-footed

boobies were building their nests and some already have fresh eggs.

There was a very large colony of them, but at the east end of the

island. The plotus booby was sitting too but I found them all over

the island. Some built their nests right in the center of the is-

land, under the big trees, and others built over the ridge which

faces the south side. The ground all over the island is honey-

combed with shearwater holes and gave way under my feet at every

step, breaking into holes over two feet deep. Everything was al-
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right niiile I was at the top, hut when I came to the place for go-

ing down, and when I had all the trouble of climbing down that

cliff, I was sorry that I had not gone back with Mr* Beck. It was

too late now and I had to get back somehow. When I went up I could

see where to put ray haads and feet, but when I went down I could see

nothing. However, I got down again and swore that I would not under-

take any more adventures like that. Near the landing place we

found a small colony of sooty terns and some young ones which were

not flying yet. A few shearwaters were nesting there too, at the

south side where the cliffs are highest, we saw myriads of sea

birds such as frigates, boobies, shearwaters, tropic birds(red-tailed)

nesting there. We came aboard about noon and after lunch I went

to skin the birds while Mr. Beck went to Honga Hapai Island. While

we were at those two islands we saw a few spermaceti whales and two

of them were very large. They went right close to the rocks and
i

passed within forty feet of our schooner.

Tofua and Eao Islands.

July 27 - 29, 1925. I cannot say anything about Honga Hapai Island

except what I saw from the ship. A very large colony of sooty terns

was nesting on the lower part of the island, and several red-tailed

tropic birds were flying over the ridge. After the two days of

calm weahter we reached the Tofua Island on the 27th, Monday morning.

The island, from the outside, offers a good view but udien we landed

it ollked different. It is almost entirely covered with ferns but

very dense and hard to get over them. Everywhere we saw the trails

of pigs, but never saw any pigs. After I tramped for about an

hour over the tall ferns I made my way to the top of the land to see

if it had better forests inside the big crater, because the outside
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was almost treeless. Nobody on our ship knows anything about the

active volcano on this island. They knew that there was formerly

a volcano but believed it to be already extinct. When I reached

the top of the ridge I saw a large mass of white smoke rise from

the center of the large crater and when I stepped a little farther

I saw the bottom. It is marvelous to see at close range the work

of nature. The great lake takes one part of the bottom, the forest

on the south side goes from the ridge to the edge of the lake, but

on the north side there is a great bank of lava and three volcano

craters. Two of these do not show any signs of active fire, but

the other one is the largest and Is active. It sends out a mass of

smoke constantly. I met Mr. Beck on the ridge too and he told me

to try on the west side of the island for birds because he would

go over the south side himself. It took me a long time to come

down from the high ferns down to the flat at the west part. A few

big trees on this part offers berries for a few such birds as

doves, pigeons, and a few other small birds. I saw here many fresh

trails of pigs but not a pig was seen alive. I heard the barking

of two dogs and within a few seconds saw them come from under the

ferns only twenty feet from me. Both of them had their noses full

of blood. As soon as they saw me they went back into the ferns and

kept so quiet that I never saw them again. A few feet from this

place I saw a young pig killed and laying on the ground, already

partly eaten by the dogs. No people have lived on this island for

many years since the volcano broke out and killed many people and

buried the villages under the lava. The people from the other islands

used to call here once in a while to collect copra and try to catch

wild pigs. Eao Island, the highest in the group, looks like a cone
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and has a high cliff all around by the sea. On the west side it has

a little flat piece of land with a few cocoanut trees on it. We had

some difficulty to find a place to land but at last we found a good

place on the west end, on the rocks. The ground doves were the

first birds to weloome us on the beach. After we had tramped for a

little while over the ferns, we reached the forest, but it was very

dense and full of vines. There were very few birds on it but we

collected a few of every species, and clear out under very rough

weather. There was fine weather again the next morning. The next

place we called at was Fotuhaa Island, and we stopped at a few more

small islands, but did not go ashore at some of them. I staid on

board to skin the birds, but nothing new was found in these small

islands and the common birds are very few. The people on the island

are all lazy. The store keepers here are very honest people l I

never saw the articles as cheap anywhere else as on this island.

July 30 - August 31, 1925. We called at several small islands

before we went to Vavau, but nothing new was collected. jjr. Beck

.on
went ashore alone/most all the small island, and I staid on board

to skin birds, so I can not give much information about them.

Vavau Island is the largest of the Tonga Group, and has a beauti-

ful harbor in the Pacific Ocean. The most common bird in Vavau is

the yellow belly. In the other places where we found these birds

they live in the thick forests, and not many together. Here we

met them in small flocks among the plantations and right in the

villages. It is a different species from that seen anywhere else.

Shrikes and Clementine doves are very common too. At Kapa Island

I found the first large rail’s nestl The bird was in it but there

were no eggs. This bird builds its nest on the ground just like a
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lien's nest.

Late Island.

We arrived at this island on August 13. It looks rough from

the sea and is nearly all covered with ironwood trees, and ferns.

The first bird we saw after we had landed was a small rail, so we

thought that there must be a good many in the island but no more

were seen. The natives told us that there were many wild pigs in

the island but we did not see any fresh trails of them. Pigeons were

also very rare there. I found a yellow dove’s nest with one egg and

collected both nest and egg when I shot the dove, a female. I have

not seen any more of them here. The plotus boobies are nesting

over the cliff so I collected two fresh eggs. No people live at Late

Island because there was a great volcano some years ago. This is

now extinct. Prom Late we sailed to Toku Island, an Islet which is

flat and covered by big trees, but found few birds there. Next was

the active volcano island, Fanua Lai Island.

Fanua Lai Island.

August 15. This island has a remarkable place to land. The active

volcano in the center sends clouds of smoke into the air constantly.

Only on the north side is there a place for landingeven in fair

weather. A little valley runs between the two high mountains to-

ward the small lagoon surrounded by a large crater ridge. In this

lagoon we saw a flock of ducks and among them Mr. Beck shot one

different from the others which he told me came from California.

In the valley around the lagoon we collected a few small rails and

a large flock of boobies nesting around the crater. On the north
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side of the lagoon the water is hot. The active volcano is a little

north from the lagoon and about five or six hundred feet above. No

flames were seen from the volcano but very dense clouds of smoke and

sulphur rose from the ground. There is no crater where the volcano

is active, except on the side of the mountain and it is almost all

covered by a thick layer of sulphur. I crossed over the edge of

the volcano where the vapors came through the rocks at many places,

and the ground was so hot in many spots that we could not rest our

hands upon it. The soil was most covered with sulphur which came

through the small holes in the ground. The thing most surprising

to me was a large flock of sooty terns nesting upon the rocks with-

in the edge of the volcano, and all their young birds which were not

yet flying were running over the hot soil. There are millions of

sea birds in this island but mostly red-footed boobies and sooty

terns, a few red-tailed tropic birds, a few white tailed tropic

birds, and a very few noddies were seen on the beach. The land birds

are gallinules, two rails (large and small) yellow-eyes, warblers,

cuckoos. There are no doves nor pigeons in the island. A small

flock of flying-fox was resting on the trees among the groves and

valley between the two caflons near the volcano. The red-footed

boobies had young ones half-grown up but the plotus boobies had

fresh eggs. The water in the little lagoon is mostly salty. There

is no fresh water on the island, and only one cocoanut tree was seen

but with no fruit on it. We left this island at four o’clock in the

afternoon and arrived at Niaufou Island on the morning of the 17th.
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Niaufou Island

August 17, 1925. Extinct volcanic island with a large lagoon in

the center. The water is not fresh but one can drink it. The com-

mon birds on the island are parakeet, yelloweye and Clementine's

dove. The Megapode (Malau) , the rarest bird in the south Pacific

islands lives here. While Mr. -Beck went with a guide over the

south side of the lagoon, to look for this bird, I sent through the

north side of the lagoon crater to collect some other species. The

first one I saw I mistook for ground doves flying from the ground

in the thick forest. I shot one while he was flying and in picking

him up discovered that it was a different kind of bird. Along this

side of the island I saw about ten but got just three birds of this

new species. I was told by a native that the people do not kill

these birds, but collect every egg they can for food so the number

of birds becomes smaller every year. I saw large numbers of small

parakeets near the lagoon, and Clementine doves ware calling all

along the forest but we rarely saw one in the dense foliage of the

high trees. We spent two day s at this island and then sailed for

Keppel Island a hundred miles to the east, which gave us six days

of gale and head wind. We reached Boscowen Island first, on the

24th, about noon.

Bosoowen Island.

August 24th. This island is email but it reaches 2000 feet in the

highest point and forms a oone. The most common birds are the

pigeons. We found them in abundance, also sooty flycatchers and

yelloweyes. We heard Clementine doves calling in the trees but they

were hard to see in the dense foliage. Shrikes and parakeets were
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rare and we collected but a few of them. Kingfishers were very com-

mon everywhere but there were none in this island. We spent two

days there and next day sailed for Xeppel Island, the last one of

this group{Tonga) .

Keppel Island

August 26 and 27. This island is nearly flat with a small hill in

the center. The birds are of the same species as we found on

Boscowas, but there were not so many of them. The most oommon bird

is the yelloweye and the shrike. The .yelloweye here is a different

species than tne others. It is smaller, has more black and a very

bright yellow iris. Prom this island we sailed directly for Suva

and arrived there on August 31 In the morning. We expected to find

orders for selling the ship and going home, but there was no news

from the Museum so we have to wait until the orders oome to find

out where we are going home or going on for a longer time.
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October 1, 1925.

My trip to Namosi in Yiti Leva Island.

I left Suva at three o'clock in the afternoon and

reached Navua at sunset. Rain started about six

o'clock and kept going all night.

October 2.

In the morning we started out in the rain and it

fell heavily, so when we reached the boat we were all

wet. Twelve miles by boat from last village to

Namoamoa Village all the way In the rain. We arrived

there at three o'clock in the afternoon and spent the

night there at the Chief's house.

October 3.

Rained very heavily all night, but we set out again

at eight o'clock in the morning in a light rain for

another twelve miles to Namosi Village. The road was

terrible. In many places we had to use hands and feet.

We crossed a large creek twice, which on account of the

rain was very high and the current ran very strong.

The water was so muddy that we could not see the bottom

in the centre. The water came up to our breast and it

took four men to carry over each package
, because one

man could not stand against the strong current. We

arrived at Namosi at three o'clock in the afternoon,

all wet and muddy. The Rev. Guinard who lives in this

village and has been there for the past thirteen years,

received us in his house. The Rev. Father Guinard is
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20a priest and a model of virtue. He lives in the middle

of the mountains like a true Catholic hermit. He only

believes in serving Cod and the people whom he loves

like a true Father. His home is very modest and poor,

showing that he takes better care of the people than

of himself.

Monday, October 5.

The rain has not stopped yet. This morning it fell

heavily and the creeks ran very swiftly. At nine in the

morning the sun broke out, but only for a few minutes,

and then the rain fell again, but more lightly, and con-

tinued all day. I went out with the Rev. Guinard who

showed me the road and the places where I could find

Thrushes, Black- faced Finches and Ground Doves. The road

and fields were terrible, all full of water. A few

Thrushes were found at the edges of the creek, but they

all went like lightning. At last I got one Thrush and

one large Sooty Flycatcher. I saw no Black-faced Finches.

I did see two Ground Doves, bizt had no chance to shoot.

These were the first Ground Doves I saw on Viti Levu

Island. One Thrush's nest was found by the Rev. Guinard,

but it was not quite finished yet. We were out until

three o'clock in the light rain, but after that the rain

began to fall heavily, so we came home with very few birds.

The Rev. Guinard got a young tame black Hawk only seven

weeks old. It is a beautiful specimen. He told me that

he had tried very hard for more than six years to get one

of these birds, but in vain, because the old birds eat
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the young ones when they are unable to find food for them- £1

selves; so this bird was removed from the nest as soon as

he broke away from the shell. The Rev. Guinard told me

that he had brought the young bird home and fed him on

boiled meat and fish and some grasshoppers. The bird is

only seven weeks old, but he is in full plumage. The back,

from the bill to the end of the tail, is a dull black,

and breast is dark brown with black stripes. The iris is

dark brown, the legs a greenish yellow, and the bill

light gray. Only three pairs of these birds were seen

once in awhile flying over the mountains very high up,

but each pair lives many miles apart from each other.

The Rev. Guinard told me that one pair lives near the

Namosi Village; one lives five miles to the east, and

another, ten miles to the west. He says the Hawks nest

from June to August and then go to the seashore for fish-

ing and rest on the cliffs near the sea, but once in a

while they go over the island. It was told me by the

Rev. Guinard that when the young bird broke from the shell,

it was carried away by the parents to another small cave

near by on some shelf of the cliff. The two eggs were

seen a few times, then the next time the eggs were found

broken but the young birds were missing from the nest.

TVhen suddenly the old bird flew away from another small

cave on some shelf of rock, one man went in there and

brought out only one bird fully hatched, but the other

bird was not found anywhere. The pair of Hawks living

five miles to the east have their nest in the cliffs

where it is very difficult to get at them. A few weeks
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ago, the Rev. Guinard passed the place ten miles from 22

here and seeing the old birds in the nest, he sent a man

there, but no eggs were there yet. The Rev. Guinard

supplied us with a guide and I sent my helper there to

see if he could get one of these Hawks. He started out

yesterday, but has not come back yet.

October 6, 1925

It rained very hard all night. The creeks this

morning were over a foot deeper than yesterday. At

seven in the morning the rain was lighter but never

stopped. I went over the ridge of the mountain, but at

about nine in the morning the rain fell very heavily and

kept on all day, so I spent six hours in the forest for

nothing, and at last my shells and paper were all spoiled.

Hicks came back at night from a ten mile trip after Duck

Hawks. He stayed there for two days, but the Hawks never

came in sight and the nest was empty. The natives told

him that the Hawks had not been seen for several days.

The nests found with young birds in were the following:

Pigeons, Shrikes, Broadbills, Redbreasts, Gray-Hawks

,

and a few others with nothing in.

October 7.

Fog and light rain all night. The Rev. Guinard told

me there had been fine weather for the past two months,

so he was afraid it might be going to rain now for some

months. He says that sometimes the bad weather goes on

for many months without stopping.
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October 8. 23

The weather this morning was a little better, so

we went over the mountain to look for Shearwaters, but

nothing was found. Only two old men here remember the

Shearwaters nesting in these mountains, but they say the

last birds were seen about fifteen years ago. Never since

has one of these birds been found by the natives here.

Today a couple of Ground Doves were collected and two

large Flycatchers. The Ground Doves were the first of

this kind we collected at Viti Levu Island. I was told

by the natives and the Rev. Guinard that about twenty

years ago, before the Mongoose was brought here, that

the Ground Doves were seen in flocks everywhere in the

village, and sometimes around the houses. Parrots were

also seen in hundreds flying over the village; but now

only a few of these birds are left by the Mongooses.

Gallinule and Rails and many other ground birds were

destroyed over fifteen years ago. Not one Black-faced

Finch was seen by us. A heavy rain came about noon and

continued until nine o'clock in the evening.

October 9.

The weather was fine in the morning, but did not

stay long. Today we went about ten miles over ridges and

through valleys on the north side of Namosi Village, We

passed through some forest where no one had gone before.

The silence was broken once in awhile by the cries of a

Kicau (large Warbler), a few Pigeons and a few common

Warblers. We never saw one of the birds we were after.
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24After covering about ten miles or more of very roiigh

forest and tramping all day, we came back home with

two Long-bills, three large Sooty Flycatchers, and a

nest of a green bodied and red headed Finch, found

near the Rev. Guinard's house. The nest had two eggs

in it, one smaller than the other. The nest was very

large for the size of the bird. The entrance is on

the side and the hole about three inches deep. It was

built in a tree about thirty feet high at the side of

the road. These Finch are very common here.

October 10.

It rained very heavily all night and up to nine

o'clock in the morning. At this time we went out.

Hicks took a new section today and got one Ground Dove

and one large Sooty Flycatcher. I went over to the

south side because the Rev. Guinard told me that he had

seen a Gray Hawk nest in a big tree. Two native boys

went with me to show me the place where the tree was.

It was on the side of a ridge facing the creek aboiit

two hundred feet below, and the nest was built in the

branches twelve feet from the trunk in the centre and

very difficult to get at. So I offered a reward of

three shillings to anyone who would go there and get

the eggs and the nest. Hot one of the men wanted to

risk his life, but a boy of thirteen offered to go.

I gave him a string to carry up and when he reached

the nest, I fastened it on a bamboo bucket which the

boy pulled up and placed the eggs in. He then lowered



?i

>

5 d r.^TuS e;v , vjab XIa gxtXqf&b'j'.f boa reono?:

;£
r$« ',S1fiAi vix one. O-.Tfi.C ,f.'£tO- ';-aoJ OWXT

bn;.ro’' .n'orri/- do baa? ftor baa be xborf xxasif a 'io 3a©xi

aT ^ berl •j'ea'fi ex# .asinoxi . raK gdJ nxsexi

,n©v aaw .'sab &d% .iBiiio edt 8*d3 no [Jams ano ,?1 isi

no si aaca'iitaa eriT .bnid grftf *o as is extt nol a^ial

tow r .car-.': ssiionx egnxfcf oxrodx. alo/i exir fcrta sbia sxfct

'to sfcxa enj era xij&i|i teoJ tiro 6a &eit a at illad

• enoxi licwnwoo %iev errs 5oai 1

?; ©eexvl .baon ©a..

,01 ssdod’oO

onM oi $; boa Ha vixvami %%&v heai&t JI

. . .•Miirrarom sdt at :(c.

’ .
'

. • ) ^ O 1o:: rfw&OC* OOiiCGB . rfoOlf grtoil'

saJ -Oj asVO .taov I .nsdodav--: ”5oo£ eg-ral ano 6na

?.a.. fanM ;'.©v! S'lcr) haai <3 .vex edit asuaosJ sbxs /iJi/oe

s\.£kT ori.iah owT .con.. gitf a ax 2»8« 3twsH ';.otC a ctees

.ear- eon. eri# .nexir aoalq oxio or woxia. ol on .
. ? tr; tuo’-v

inid* y'seri) adit tyii0-s$ o^bim a ? > able oxtt no eaw *2

ert.'J nr Jiiorcf i,-i- jso:; eni- baa ."xteJ cfee" b&n&anrf o?..t

&-XXX-. enJnso oii' t., sTm/iil ss.'s r .•n': reel: e"

l

? eerfooanc

Jo 6nar:en a: beiM' c I «#a 3 eg o4 ^Inollr^Xb \,nev

3o>£ Site anox or .fit o oxxv ©no a o3 s: nu : We enn'r

or betxu'. aorn erf. 3 bo erxo :o;; .3asn end baa egge exict

.••>2 03 baroJJo rreeo'xxir Jo 0cf .1st6 e'tll aid da in

be iltasn erf r -..or ins qr; ^nnao ol gnircr a a mixi ova^ I

oxir rfo'rr r 8>r oxxtf ooexaed a fio j; vdnotba? T ,tfaen exit

.xfi eg£e oxitf be-oa.fq 6xi.e qt' -bollnq ^orfbono vo ]



it to me and the nest afterwards. The two parent birds 25

were shot too. The hoy climbed the tree like a cat.

It was a bare thick tree about forty feet high. The

upper branches were about two hundred feet above the

centre of the creek. When the boy reached the branch

where the nest was, he walked along it until he came

to the nest without holding on to anything. He just

walked along as if he were on flat ground. The branch

was only about five inches thick. When he reached the

nest, he sat on the branch and lowered the things down

to me. Then he got up again and walked back the same

way and came down like a monkey.
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Auckland, New Zealand,

December 27, 1925.

Dear Doctor Murphy:

A few days ago I sent you a few samples of my

bird paintings. I am now sending you another, to show you how

I am getting along with this work.

I saw a man painting pictures like these in Suva three or

four times, but when I tried it I did very badly. When I came to

New Zealand, however, I had a few days of leisure so I passed the

time in drawing and painting birds. Mr. Beck saw me paint the

first ones in Suva, and laughed at my "foolish idea", but he is

surprised now at the work I have, been doing.

Mrs. Beck told me that it would be a good thing for me to take

a few lessons when I return home, but I hope by that time that I

shall not need any lessons myself, but can even be a professor of

art! Don't you think so? My wife says that I am a "Jack of all

trades", but there is one that I can never carry on—the baby trade.

But, you see. Doctor Murphy, that is a very old trade and I forsake

the old ones for the new, because the new ones are always new! They

may pay better, too, but all women are alike, you know, and don't be-

lieve in the new fashions as I do

.

We expect to take the 'France' to New York, across the Indian

and Atlantic Oceans. I don't know what Mrs. Beck will do because

she and Mr. Beck are having difficulty in deciding what is best.

Our best wishes to you, to Mrs. Murphy, and to your lovely

children, for a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Yours very faithfully.
Mr. &. Mrs. Correia
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Akaroa Bay, New Zealand.

February 2, 1926.

27

I have not taken any notes since we left Aukland

because I had nothing more than what Mr. Beck wrote,

and this is the first time that I have been from the

ship collecting alone.

7/e came in this Bay for shelter from a gale wind

coming head on, and as the weather is not yet settled

enough for us to go on, Mr. Beck sent me around the

Bay to look for something. I saw one Black Shag

near the mouth of the Bay, but had no chance to get

it. A few Mollymauks followed us yesterday with the

rough weather right into the Bay and I collected two

of them and one young Blue Penguin. I saw two wild

Pigeons fly across the Bay and keep on going over the

land. I went out again in the afternoon to look in

some caves for Penguins, but found none. I saw only

one in the water, but he got away, so I came back

about five o'clock empty handed.

February 4.

I went out in the morning across the Bay

looking for Penguins, but I found none on that side.

In the afternoon I went over the land on the east

side of the Bay trying to find them in the caves,

but if we don't know their habits, we can never find

them. A native went with me and took his dog along

to help us. When the Blue Penguins come ashore for

resting, they never stop in the open places, but go
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under the bushes or under the rocks covered with 28

hushes. Some of them go four to five hundred feet

high to look for shelter. The dog found two under

the rocks covered with dense hush. Both of them had

started moulting. We had to remove a few stones and

cut down part of the bush before we could reach them.

Those two were only about ten feet away from the high

water line , but one that we found was high up in the

hushes about two hundred feet from the high water line.

In a few places I saw a lot of feathers from some

penguins that had been moulting and had taken to the

water.

February 5.

The weather was a little calmer in the morning,

hut there was a southwest wind. ,7e pulled out of the

Bay, hut we could not go south. The wind started

coming stronger and an hour or so later it was a high

gale. It continued all day and all night so that next

morning we were further north than before. On Sunday

the 7th, we tried our best to get into the harbor, but

it was only fighting against the storm for nothing,

for we still drifted northward. Monday morning we

headed for land and fought all day untill evening,

when we dropped anchor about a mile off shore for the

night. On the 9th, the wind went down, but it was

still from the southwest where we were headed for.

In the afternoon we sailed out again and made for

Stewart Island, but the wind went to southwest again

and remained strong for several days. Mr. Beck saw
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that it was impossible to go ahead and decided to go

to the Antipodes Is. first and then go west. After

a few days of roxigh weather, the Antipodes Is. were

the island; a few different kinds of Shearwaters,

two of small Petrels, Sooty Albatrosses, Wandering

Albatrosses, Sckuas ( seahens) , and a few other species.

The first day that we spent at the island, I stayed

on board skinning birds and Mr. Beck went ashore for

birds, bizt he found the island very rough to cross,

because the grass was very high and there were many

deep holes everywhere. Ilext morning the sea outside

became so rough that the ship was nearly on the rocks.

We raised anchor and got clear of the island and start-

ed for the Aukland Islands. As soon as we got clear

of the land ,
the wind changed to southwest again and

was very strong and very cold. After fighting for two

days against the gale wind, Mr. Beck decided to abandon

the idea of going further south and we came back again

to the Antipodes Is. because we were only a few miles

away. This time we found a better place to anchor and

started work right away. I went ashore to see the

aspect of the island. From the sea the land looks very

smooth, but when we landed, the aspect changed entirely.

I have been to South Georgia three times and I landed

at three different places and crossed parts covered with

grass, but nothing like this. Here it takes an hour

to go a couple of hundred yards. The vegetation here

is very different from that of South Georgia Island.

very large flock of birds was all around
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Of course these islands are quite a few degrees

to the north. Here I saw a few different ferns and

a number of other plants, some of which were in

flower already. I saw two streams that ran into the

sea, but the water was "brown like coffee and tasted

very bad. On the beach we saw six Sea Elephants,

but not as large as those I saw at 3o\ith Georgia.

There were two speoies of Penguins about the islands

and small land birds (pepets). They were very tame

and came to within a foot of us so we caught some

by hand. This island has one small house and some

supplies of food and clothing for shipwrecks, and

is visited twice a year by a government steamer.

For the first time 1 collected here two Albino Penguins,

male and female. On the morning of the 35th, we left

the Antipodes and headed for Bounty Islands. We

arrived there next day in the morning, but could not

to ashore before noon.

Bounty Island, February 26.

The place where we landed on this island is of

solid granite rock and not a single blade of grass

was to be seen. The rock was almost covered with

Penguins and Mollymauks which were nesting together,

and a lot of Prions, some resting on the rocks, and

others under them or in the crevices. I never saw

so many birds together in one place.

The fur Seal lives here in a small colony,

but most all are very small and we saw only a few
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old ones among the young in the group. Only one kind

of Penguin lives in these islands, hut they are not

there in thousands hut in millions. Every islet is

covered with them. There are very few Sea-gulls and

Sea-hens here. This island is the first place that

I saw Cape Pigeons resting on the rocks near the sea.

In this group of islands there is not a teaspoonful

of dirt to he found. It is all solid granite rock

which rises from the deep sea with no anchorage. There

is a provision depot here for shipwrecks. The hut is

just a rotted frame with no roof or walls. It con-

tains several boxes with some provisions and two stone

jugs half full of stale water. The place looks as if

nobody had been there for over ten or twelve years.

We found a different kind of Shag in a small colony,

and the Prions proved to be a different species from

those of other places.

On Sunday, February 28th, I went ashore for a

few Albatrosses and when I came back to the ship, we

started for the Chatham Islands and arrived there on

March 3rd in the evening, dropping anchor at Pitt

Island, eight miles east of Chatham Islands. I have

nothing to say about this island becaxise I did not

go ashore to collect. We stayed four days at this

island on the west side, but we left on Sunday, the

7th, because the wind changed to the northwest. We

could not find any shelter around the island, so we

stayed out during the night and next morning, Monday,

the 8th, we went to Hound Island. This is a small
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islet known by 'Key Star' . We landed at the north end.

Here we found two kinds of Shags (white-bellied and

grey-bellied) . Each kind live here in separate places;

the white-bellied lives on the open rocks, and the

grey-bellied lives in the caves on the cliffs. A few

large and small Sea-gulls were resting on the rocks

and some Sea-hens too, on the grass. The ground over

almost the whole island was honeycombed by Shearwaters

and Broadbilled Prions; but we found very few in the

holes. The Sea-hens have killed a large number of

Prions. We saw piles of feathers all around in the

grass and a large number of bones. In many places

I saw skins and bones of the Blue Penguin. Three small

land birds live on the island. They are Thrushes,

Starlings and Pepets, and one Hawk flew over the island.

From here we went to Forty- four Island, but there was

no place to land there. However, we collected several

Royal Albatrosses, a few Mollymauks and some Prions.

Beginning today, Sunday the 14th, we have had very

rough weather or gale winds and have had no chance to

collect anything
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Schooner France, Aukland, New Zealand. 33

April 3, 1926.

Dear Dr. Murphy:

I am writing you these few lines to

let you know my plans in the future. I know nothing

as yet about what Mr. Beck is going to do, because he

always keeps everything a secret, but Mrs. Beck told

my wife that he was waiting for another man to take

his place on board the schooner, and that he was going

to stay on land with her in the future. She said that

he needs a man who could take his responsibilities,

because I am not sufficient to take his place. I don't

want to meddle in Mr. Beck's affairs, but any school boy

who could read, write and figure, could take all the

responsibility on board the Schooner France.

Mr. Beck, himself, is a very good man

and a very good partner for anyone going along with him.

7/hen I came to join Mr. Beck down here, I never thought

that we could get along together for so long a time,

with the best of friendship and fine harmony between us,

so I don't care what his wife said; but what I don't

know is whether I and the other man who is coming to

take his place, might get along all right together or

not, becaxise we are not all alike. I should want to

stay here as long as I could if he treated me like

Mr. Beck did, but if not, I don't know how long I might

stay.
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u
Mr. Beck told me that he had raised my salary

to $125.00 a month, beginning January last, and he also

said that the Museum was going to take two months out of

my salary for November and December, when I had a little

rest here after three years of hard work in rough fields.

Please let me know if the Museum is going to take the

money from my salary, or will pay me the same as it did

Mr. Beck when he had his vacation.

The money that I received in cash from Mr. Beck

for the past year was 83 pounds sterling, from March 1925

to February 1, 1926. Please don't send any money to my

daughter until this bill comes clear, because I want to

be square with the Museum in the case of having to leave

the field.

I wrote you about five months ago, but no

answer has reached me yet. I am hoping that you will

answer me some time in the near future. This trip down

to the So\ith was the roughest one we have experienced.

For two months we encountered southwest gale winds, so

we never could get to the places that Mr. Beck had

intended to go.

Please let me know how much longer you expect

the Expedition to go and what are the places we may go

to up to the end of the voyage. One thing I want to

tell you is that the Schooner Prance can't go in the cold

zone becaxise she is not fitted for cold weather nor rough

sea, but only for the Tropics or near by.

Yours faithfully,
Jose G. Correia
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April 20 ,
1926. 35

We sailed from Auckland harbor at day break. A

few Sea-gulls followed us all the way. There was a

light head wind all day but very few birds in the gulf.

We reached the end of the mainland at the entrance of

the Channel at sunset and dropped anchor for the night.

There were birds in sight today -- large Sea-gull

,

small Sea-gulls, Gannets, Wandering Albatross, small

white-breasted Shearwaters, Buller's Shearwaters, and

Sooty Shearwaters, but it was too late to lower the boat.

April 21.

We crossed the Colville Channel and stopped at

Channel Island and I went ashore to have a look at the

birds. When we called at this island last January,

the small rock was quite covered with Terns and small

Sea-gulls, and hundreds of Shearwaters were flying

about. There were indications that the birds slept on

the island at night, but none could be seen when I

landed. The only birds that were about were a few Sea-

gulls. At night we sheltered in Tryphena Bay. hear-

ing the shore, I saw a few Gavia Shearwaters flying

out to sea and one young Wandering Albatross. I lower-

ed the boat and collected one Gavia Shearwater and the

Albatross.

April 22.

A fine morning, but dead calm. I sent Hicks out

in the small boat searching for Shearwaters and Diving

Petrels, while I went in the other direction for Black



3SSI
, OS.3SCI
, OS I .rTqA

A .iaaTJ 'r*}b jfl totftatf bm£&$-.& atoiI boilae eV,

a aa~ s'csfil e-.i? . I... gv bsvollox a|Ixj$
:
-£62 "763

.tltfA srf.j- If i 6b*r. cd ws? £x©v 3iftf \;a& flas balvx 6a en I

3o oonai-ta? orf3 ta bnalncan ©rf-t ?o firra ar£3 barfowen sW

.3 rig iff eA3 to? toriona oarrcroTfc brw eenna -** XanrjfidO edi

IXeraa ,&•.:••.•*£ la o'I- j-ateeb/w^f , s.-'Qnoaf- , all o^-aeS Hams

O' a
, 3T 9 '

J
t.wTB 6 rf3 'xslli/e , 01 ^rraang f.' 9 .tea 8*tf- a; ; t dr-

tr,0

d

Oii3 levrol o a 3a I ootf ea - I Sad ^-axelawiasriS 1S008

• IS IXTCjA

3 a beqgode fom. I39j0xjib.it f X ivloO *rif oeasoic ©T?

en3 .f,; tfool a e 'an or? wo/iai frrevj ! Orra bnalel !•?. oatfC

/'gtauaal S?:-al Sea fax alrfct era Sollao 6W aorft' .eb'Xlcf

C-: f2 ' ;rri*l 13 w boo v„ ©3 1 • saw rfe : : &t

. x v;X ' 6 v a 11® yWT£ a r{ <: So a 6 et 6 a : a fi.i.i „ 0X 1 ixg -a 68

no Gerais a&T - o erirr .latti a ft <5 s 3 ao x6ni ast.©9' «To4f£ .Jj/ocfl

I aeiC» coos ad bfoot 9i:on Sad t Jrigin 3a baa lei oxi'3

-a©8 weS: a stsw 7 uoefa axe eteJd %Iao eui3!'
. beha&£

. ”,at£ «£(- • f ,6J fens •)•'.
v

;
X ' :

;•;

sTei:.-’;TTiisrt8 © •.i-C ?*r6" a vrj© i , ©tojla erftf --.a'

tawol I . “.sot arfXA ^rrX-abn. '
.-.a

- -

u 000 br.uj aoe ox $i>o

-*, b : us '.re: awTaerfc axto 6&3 '.•?*£ '
. . 3- J (• e . .3 e

'

.SS I .fig

A

•J :?.• i, Xy/n I.5R .. trial' hi . a d . -.tl AriOffi ani' :

•:r h-M. bc-a aaoj-awsaedS io- >40 . :i& lise . jaocf I lane ©d3 -ix

jfojj/r *. ft aa I

i

-:c f r>. igrid'O 9x13 ax r new I sXxlw , aIe?3eS



Shags. I discovered a nesting ground in the cove near

by, but the birds were so wild that it was impossible to

get near them. There were both White Breasts and Black

Shags breeding at this place. Both species were nesting

in the trees about 50 feet above sea level or 20 to 30

feet from the ground. I learnt from the local people

that the nesting season was the month of January. Hicks

collected four Diving Petrels and a few Gavia Shearwaters,

and I collected two White Breasts and Shags.

April 23.

I sent Hicks out again in the Channel for Diving

Petrels and Black Shearwaters or any rare birds. I went

again after the Black Shags. I saw three of them on

the sea side, but I never could get near them. It rain-

ed all the afternoon, so I had to give up. Hicks came

back to the ship all wet, but he brought four Gavia

Shearwaters and one young Black Shag which he said was

asleep 'when he surprised it.

April 24.

We are still in the Tryphena Bay Great Barrier.

It has rained hard all day and is blowing very hard from

the southwest, so we could not go out.

April 25 t o May 5, 1926.

We have had very rough weather right along so we

could not go out and had no chance to collect any sea

birds around here. One Black Shag and one Red-bill

Tern was given me by the local people, but we could
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collect nothing for ourselves. Now we are waiting for

favorable weather for sailing to the Norfolk Islands.

May 8.

Pair weather. We sailed out of Tryphena Bay at

eleven in the morning under a west wind. During our

stay at this port we were greatly welcomed by the

residents of Tryphena Bay. The sea outside of the

great Barrier was very rough. Several Sooty Shearwaters

flew aboiit, and a few Gannets were seen at the north end

of the great Barrier Island.

May 9.

Very rough weather all day and a head wind. A

few Vandering Albatrosses and Black Shearwaters flew

about all day. In the afternoon I saw two Diving Petrels

and a few Prions, but had no chance to collect.

May 10.

Very bad weather all day again. A few Wandering

Albatrosses were seen about, and several Black Shear-

waters. In the afternoon I saw four small Albatrosses

"white head and yellow bill". We never saw this species

down in the south. I shot two and got them on board,

but another two did not come near the ship and the

swell was too high to lower a boat for them. Lat. 32

south, Long. 175 east.

May 11.

Dead calm in the morning, but a very high swell.

No birds were in sight all morning. About noon two
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38
Black Shearwaters passed by us, but were never seen

again. In the afternoon two Wandering Albatrosses

and two vThi te-headed Albatrosses came In sight for

a few minutes, but went away very soon afterwards.

May 12.

Strong head wind. Very few Black Shearwaters

were seen during the day, mostly one at a time and

far away. Two Wandering Albatrosses followed us,

but went far off. In the afternoon I saw one Wilson

Petrel pass by, but it went quickly away. Two small

land birds rested on the rigging several times during

the day. A high swell all day.

May 13.

Light head wind, but very high swell. Only

four Black Shearwaters were seen all day and one

Wandering Albatross. One small land bird came on

board in the evening, resting on the fore mast.

May 14.

Dead calm in the morning. One Wandering

Albatross was seen far away and one young White-

headed Albatross passed by,, but kept on going. I

saw one Grey Tern, a new species for me, but he

quickly got away. About four o'clock in the after-

noon I saw one Gape Pigeon pass, headed for the east,

but it did not stop. Lat. 32 S. and Long. 174 00 iS.

May 15.

Fairly windy, cloudy weather and squalls once
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in a while. In the morning a few Black Shearwaters

flew about and once in a while a Wandering Albatross

was seen in the distance. A small Finch (land bird)

39

flew around the ship. At one thirty P. M. a large

flock of Black Shearwaters and a few Wandering Alba-

trosses came near the ship and we stopped and got ready

to lower the boat, but a strong squall suddenly broke

out and stopped us from doing any collecting. ’When

the squall was over late in the afternoon, only a few

Black Shearwaters were seen flying far away in the

distance. At four P. M. a large flock of about fifty

small Finches passed us, flying very fast and headed

north at Lat. 31.36 S. and Long. 173.52 IS. A few

Black Shearwaters were aboxit, but the sea is a little

rough.

May 16.

Sunday, rough wind all night and day from the

south. A few Shearwaters flew around all day.

May 17.

Rough weather all day. A few Wandering Albatros-

ses were seen around all day and one Sooty Albatross

passed us in the afternoon. We saw the Sooty Albatross

around the Antipodes in latitude 49 south, so this

was the first one that I saw so near the Tropics in

latitude 29 south. Also one red tailed Tropic-bird

flew around us for a few minutes.



3av»-\ e t . jJ ! ; e r. n? a I .ailiiw t

bso'a
:'

sd‘|-A .f 'veoiiiA 3 0 '

<, * at oono baa 3xkM w

& .U ,
r
i \;s%ldt ano 3A .qlris add' Box/oxa rail

v.:*
'••

•
••

- T ••::
*. ,,;j- ir- Air. aorfi /owJfi ' ::;.•

'

3 on 6i-.a 6e^ ’a sw bo .. cffrie. eA# %$©& anae 89800x3

-iAo-ia .if ebbf;, : o.nro:-. ,
•

ref
, erlt ;•• ..ol o3

aerHiV .&di 3 osJloo \'fta ^aioB «qxt ex; heqqots Baa tsjo

we?.® fno , aoe/rxetila a;.?? -:i ©3al levo bb-- Haape arf*

Bifr! .f 7bwb tea" noaa s*ror aietfarTasrfg rs
roaI£

,. 0 . - £l . - mm serionj .

v.a A .k. Sa-.^VI .jjtiOw f
:

: .} dS,ir. ,3aJ Ja rftica
'

ejji; » t i: aae 9 1 1 . 3 /cf ,3i.forf.e eiovr ax©3 k.»*r.aeriB XcaXS

.rf^aox

.31 iaM

9 tit no *13 v:b 5 Ana 3n'gi:n Ha 5niv: rfj^ox

n« baaoifc w-.?!’
4 axotfawxa© £8 -cal A ./(3 nor.

.
: v;a :

• X. :: ;f : . . ah \ls *lo:- . . v .
: rohr

'.o ox 3an r . oov; aao *&ae %&: Ha. ftnaoxa >6©e exew see

s '

fi cog ©•
• ? was aW .ncomed" a -3 it 1 ais oeeaacr

•' oc . o.i (-3 e . o| .t.'ijo i .13 6 .»• xa

a t •. o • ctotT • rf r >. an oe & I .- o.:o 38x1' r- -.3

o I A cl-'O'i' bo is3 Bex no oniA . i tirr a t?S 9ba#i3Bl

.ea3xmfr- ws ,; a xo'l ax/ Baaoxa wait



May 18. 40

We sighted Norfolk Island early in the morning

and got under the leeward about ten o'clock. The wind

blew furiously so we could not go near the land.

Several white Boobies and lesser Frigate birds,

Black Shearwaters and some Wandering Albatrosses were

around all day. We hove to and kept only the staysail

out and let the ship drift at the mercy of the weather.

May 19.

The weather is much worse today, but we stay at

the mercy of God in such weather. During the day I saw

a few red tailed Tropic-birds pass us. They were

headed north but kept going south because the wind

blew from north to south. Two Noddy Terns came to rest

on the deck, but they were so weak that they died a few

hours later and the wind carried them over board.

May SO.

A terrible night without sleep. The glass keeps

going lower hour by hour and the wind blows more fur-

iously, but we will stay at God's mercy. In the even-

ing the wind dropped a little, but the sea is still

very high.

May 21

.

The wind dropped a little so we made for the

land with main and foresail in double reef and stay-

sail until about noon and then let out all the sails

in the afternoon and we reached land at five o'clock.

7/e dropped anchor in Cascade Bay. I saw a few Diving
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Petrels and a few White-breasted Shearwaters flying 41

about the west end of the island. At sunset we dropped

anchor at Cascade Say on the north side of the island,

but it was too late for landing so we waited until

next morning for the doctor to come on board and clear

the ship.

May 22.

The doctor came out about nine o'clock in the

morning and I went ashore to see the Administrator

about permission for collecting birds. Now Mr. Beck

is going to be here tomorrow, so I waited for him to

get the permission for me.

Norfolk Island, May 24 to 31, 1926.

After Mr. Beck gave me the license for collect-

ing, I went off in the afternoon. My first trip was

over the mountains and up to the ridge, but I did not

see many birds in the bushes. The birds live in the

valleys and in the plantations, especially among the

fruit trees (Guavas). The red Parrots fRozalleas)

,

beautiful little birds, were seen everywhere on the

island. Some of them are so tame that they came very

near us. These lovely birds are not protected by law,

but they protect each other. When I shot one, the

cries brought hundreds to the spot and all tried to

help their mate, but in vain. They are very rarely

seen alone, but stay in pairs and sometimes several

pairs together. Many of them came to within ten feet

of me.
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There are very few green Parrots here on the

island. I saw only one pair, quite a ways away from

me. I went into the bushes up over the hills, but

never saw one again.

The blue Rock Pigeon lives on the sea cliffs,

but feeds everywhere in the land. I saw a few right

on the roads and some around the houses eating with

the hens.

I saw several California Quails resting in the

bushes, but they are very wild. As soon as they heard

any noise they all flew away.

The green-brown Dove is a beautiful ground Dove

which is very tame. T
,7e saw them everywhere on the

island, right on the roads and around the houses and

some resting up in the trees; others lying on the

ground resting. In some places I saw some looking for

food, but never two of them close together; each one

goes to a different place. When they are resting, they

do the same.

The Thrushes here live in the bushes, in the

plantations and around the houses and roads. Sometimes

I saw six together and most of them in pairs. These

birds are very tame too. Some came to within four or

five feet of me. Part of their food is guava fruit,

but I saw a few scratching in the mud and picking up

something to eat.

The large black Thrush is not a native bird , but

imported. I saw very few and they were very wild.

These feed on guava fruit and destroy almost all the
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other f:rui ts on the island. These birds never go in

the bushes in the mountains, but live all the time in

the valley and more often on the plantations.

43

The Starlings here have the same habits as

everywhere else in the world, but here they are very

wild. The common feeding grounds are among the pastures.

I saw very few Kingfishers on the island. I

collected two on the side of the road and one on the

beach.

Three different species of White Eyes all live

together among the guava trees in the valleys. I saw

the three species feeding together on the same tree,

eating guavas. When I shot one, all the others flew

away so it was very hard to get two of the birds on

the same tree.

The little Humming-bird is the smallest bird

on the island. It is something like a wren. I saw

them more commonly on the ground in the grass. When

anybody comes near, they all fly to the trees and some-

times it is hard to see them among the leaves.

We saw the little Robbin (or red-breast) from

the houses to the top of the mountains. These birds

are very tame too. Some came to within two or three

feet of me.

The little Pan- tail was seen everywhere on

the island too. Sometimes they came to rest on the

end of my gun barrel and one rested on my hand for a-

while one day when I was in the bushes. She sat down

for awhile and from my hand she went to my head. One
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44of them followed me one day for a long distance. I

stopped three times just to see what she would do and

she kept flying around me and when I moved ahead, she

came after me again.

I saw only two little brown Pinches in a valley.

I had a chance to shoot one and the other flew completely

out of sight. I showed it to many people, but nobody

had seen that bird on the island before. I searched

a large part of the island after that, but in vain.

I never saw an Owl on the island, but Mr. Quintall

brought six to me, two each day. He told me that the

Owl here has only one place where it lives, coming out

only at night, so he had to spend almost half a night

each time to get them.

1 never saw the small black Rail, but a young

man brought me one and he told me that it is very hard

to get these birds because they live in the swamps

among the high grasses , and they are very rare on the

island too.

This island is very small in size, but beautiful

at first sight from the sea. The pine trees all over

give it a wonderful appearance along the coast. In

early days it was a penal settlement for English con-

victs. The ruins of the settlement are still on the

island at different places. Sometime later it was

given to the descendants of the Boiinty mutineers and

among the people here I saw descendants of four members

of the Bounty. (Adams, Quintall, Critean and McCoy.)
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Almost two thirds of the population are descendants of

these four men. The island has no towns or villages.

The people live all over, separate from each other.

There is no good harbor, but the ships can find shelter

on both sides of the island, north and south.

The people live here happily like one family

and all friendly. Almost every family has its own

horse and buggy and many cattle. I saw very few sheep,

Just at one place. Very little of the island is

cultivated. Almost all is in pasture and some is still

wild. The most abundant fruit is the guava. Limes

and orange trees grow wild in the valleys. The guava

is the common food for most of the birds of the island,

and for many of the people too. I ate many of them

while in the field collecting birds.

Years ago a good many loads of timber were ex-

ported from here, but the government stopped it because

they wanted it for the residents to build houses. One

of the other exports was cattle, but that was stopped

too until the supply should increase. The only export

now is bananas.

The population is all white people ruled by an

Administrator under the xlustralian Government. A

small steamer calls once a month on the route between

Australia and Hew Hebrides. Sometimes they have a

hard time making it because of the rough weather and

bad landing place.

At Cascade Bay I saw a large number of whale
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"bones and the old sheds where the blubber was tried 4-6

out. They still have a few whale boats on the Amer-

ican style, but for a long time nothing has been seen

around the island.

Some Australian people used to come to spend

the winter here and go back in the spring. A few

boarding houses give accomodations to these people,

but there is no hotel. Some general stores at dif-

ferent places supply the residents with what they need

at moderate prices, so they live here comfortably and

very happily. Some of the old people have never left

the island and never expect to.

I saw twenty- three different species of land

birds on the island, some of them in very large num-

bers like Red Parrots, Starlings, Thrushes and one

specie of White Bye. The little green Parrot, or

Parakeet, is very scarce, but it is the same species

as that which is very common in New Zealand and the

islands around. The number of Blue Rock Pigeons

which live on the sea cliffs is very small too because

I saw very few. I saw only four large Hawks, two at

one place and one alone twice at different places,

but I never co\ild get near them.

Phillips Island. May 31, 1926.

After collecting on the mainland, I went to

Phillips Island to see what birds live there. This

island is very small and quite treeless. From the

sea it looks like a volcanic island because it is
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47
so red and without trees, hut when we landed we found

it part sandstone and part fine red dirt and rocky.

The only birds that were still on the island were Boobies.

The others had all gone away. We came here too late

for sea birds. I saw the nests of Noddy Terns and many

holes of different sizes of Shearwaters and Petrels,

but no birds around except Boobies. Mr. Bell told me

that the sea birds oome to the island only during the

summer months and go away in the winter. When we came

to the island we saw several birds, among which were

Diving Petrels, small Shearwaters and Wandering Al-

batrosses, but as soon as the weather cleared.no more

were seen. The residents told me that they had never

seen Frigate birds before the time we arrived in a

heavy gale, but all had -gone after the gale was over.

I saw several rabbits, black, gray and yellow. The

only land birds I saw were Hawks, one Pigeon and two

Starling. I only collected six Boobies and came back

to Kingstown to anchor.

June 1, 1926.

No more permission to collect birds, so we got

ready for sea this morning. It took a few hours to

clear the anchor and we got out from the island at

evening. The wind was very fresh from the north.

June 2.

It blew very hard all night. In the morning

we were visited by a violent cyclone for four hours
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48which almost sunk us. This was the heaviest one that

I had ever seen at sea and I hope to God it will he

the last. In the afternoon the wind and sea was a

little better, hut still rough. A large number of

Pandering Albatrosses, a few Royal ones and many black

Shearwaters were aroimd us.

June 3

.

Strong wind right along. A few birds around.

'.Tandering Albatross, White-headed Albatross, Stingas

(Gigantic-Petrel), Black Shearwater, Whale-bird (Prion),

Cape Pigeon were seen almost all day. Lat. 26 S.

Long. 169 E.

June 4.

Strong wind and high swell all day. A few black

Shearwaters were seen during the day and at evening

I saw one red- tailed Tropic-bird.

June 5.

^air weather all day. We saw one Wandering

Albatross, two White-bellied and Black- necked Shear-

water.

June 6

.

Fair weather in the morning up to noon when I

wrote these lines. No birds in sight yet today.

June 7.

Fair weather in the morning, but wind changed

to the east soon and the sea stays rough right along.

Some Red-footed Boobies were sighted about noon and
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49at the same time we sighted the small Island (Matthew).

When we came near, a flock of Booties and Frigate birds

flew about us for a few minutes and then went back to

the island. The waves were breaking high on the rocks

on the weather side and on the lee side nobody can land

because of the cliffs.

June 8.

The sea continued very rough so we abandoned the

idea of going to another island, because it is almost

impossible to do any work in such a sea. 7/e hadn't

water enough to last us three or four days so we head-

ed for Aneityum Island to get a few tins of water to

last us until we reached Fila.

June 9.

Aneityum Island was sighted at daybreak. Today

is the first time that we have seen the South Sea

Islands. The sea is so lovely and the sight of the

coeoanut trees and the bright sun of the tropics gives

us courage again. Three Terns were seen about two

miles off land on the south side of the island, but

near the land no birds were seen. ’iTe dropped anchor

about noon and sent the boat ashore for fresh water.

The only white man that we saw was Mr. Willson, a

trader, who came to the beach to find out what we

wanted and ask us if we had been in Fila first. Our

captain told him that we just called in for fresh

water because we had none on board. In the afternoon

I went in the bushes looking for birds, but not col-



. -vsi ‘tijM* off.Q'si £isa:t on. ri a X3 «r amid emee e J

Sfett# ^;XI^ fttta .,X(J00c; to jfOOXt 3 ,TRtXI OfllSO ew

oi sfoatf -jriifi?. aorfJ ona eocfxmlin wot a to':" ass iiroefa . -.z

a":or e
1 ao c ( • .ii ,'t, . J slow smw ox£5 ,ori;uI-:. ' s;io

ftn... • t it) Co uon ovi- >-»! -nut ao bun ©f>.ta -lOii.ijsew 3 - ao

.sir'i xlo ont to ©exoioo

,8 S«£fT,

6 fid • bsafo.&rtBcftj or. oe rf$xjQi ytev bosses itixpo $oa &dr
l

•jfao La 8 Ji saaaoed r ferial ai 'xsrttorm od §aia§ to .ob i

•J
'

, oiirf a.. .ass a iioau fix ^lo’v van ob od slaiaeo con*

-basil ew os #^4 6 *tao5 to soa.id ei/ d&al .od ajuroao TPiaw
*

oi "radar.’ auii wst b des oi bnalel mtf^diorrA tot :

.Air. bedtui&t »w U mu a if ie. I

. 6 SOl/L.

.olaoTd- ao da 5©.tfC«ie saw baa fa I mint disa-

jtiScJ MttsSt: < l noo8 ovarf e . daiid enld *ea£t erfd si

>-fi to .Triple o.id firm ^lovoi o» ax ass oil .ebaefol

io rj ox- oid <'rii to r ;e i "i ;-tcT old ban eseii d.rnaoooc

ow? daotfa ases trie* entsT sot; i «a.rag*s e-

i (< .ft: tii 3 I fuii 0 SD i ftdm S 9 :1 . 10 haul tto E!9ii

.B896 Stas soiidf on i>caX end i#et

.isiae d')':'' tot stfoifaa .•••o-., erii rtn-i bn- 10m i •

.

,crox f r‘7 caw wx58 ew da rid nanr edirfw itXao -•

tssO .•io'ixft aXH cx iieacf ba/l sw tii Bid.; ^Esa fen« ftadna-'

no' i 6 el lac de ;q cr* dx. rfd nixl iloi crmdnao

joo itsita arid nj .bi-aod no eaoa 5a_i ew aaaaoecf - o- n

-i*o ? o

n

dncf t 8biid -sot gai^oo! esxfexcf ortd ni dne'



looting. Right on flat land I saw a few small birds;- 50

Honey-eaters, White Eyes, Pan- tails. Shrike, Robins,

Yellow-belly -- this bird has a white throat and black

ring. I heard a few Doves calling, but never saw one

near. I saw a large Hawk, Grey Hawk and Galinule , but

I got very few of these birds. Mr. Willson gave me

permission to collect a few birds, so next morning

I went ashore but it rained almost all day. Then I

went on Friday morning, the 11th, while the crew on

board straightened up the things in the hull. I went

up to the top of the mountains, but found no birds,

only some on the flat land and very wild. Mr. Willson

told me that there were some Pigeons on the island
,

but not many because the natives have been shooting

them right along. There are not any regulations about

game, so the natives kill the birds all year around.

The main business of the island is timber and some

copra. Oranges are plentiful and very sweet. Sugar

cane grows thirty feet high but is not so sweet.

Water-melon grows well too. Manioc is the main food

of the natives.

June 14.

We left the island about three p.m. with a

fair breeze. Ho birds were seen outside the island.

June 15.

At daybreak we were abreast the south end of

Tanna Island. There was a light breeze all morning

and no birds were seen during the morning. We sailed

with only the foresail in double reef and staysail and
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51jib. At noon the captain let out more sail and we

expect to reach Pi la tomorrow morning. At one p.m.

I saw one large shearwater with a black back and neck

and white breast, but it went out of sight again very

soon. Nothing more was seen during the day.

June 16.

Pila was in sight at daybreak and we made for

the harbor and dropped anchor at 9.30 a.m.

Pila Town, the capital of New Hebrides, is

very small for such a good harbor. It is quiet like

Suva harbor all surrounded by land covered with ever-

green trees and coconut palm groves. i went ashore

to see the town, but there are no roads, only simple

trails and a few European houses and stores and not

any strees. The group has two rulers and two flags,

British and French. Two dogs at one bone.

I went out to collect one day, but it rained

very hard all day. I saw many small birds on the

sides of the road. Ground doves are plentiful every-

where and several Clementin doves called from the trees

near the road. The white eye is the most common bird

on the island. I saw a small cave with a lot of

small bats.

Efate Island, June 21.

We left Port Vila in the morning and dropped

anchor at Undine Bay at sunset. The view of the land

was beautiful and the sea in the bay was like an oil

lake.
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Port Vila, lew Hebrides Is. 52

June 19, 1926.

Dear Dr. Murphy:

I am very much surprised that you did

not send me any word about this Expedition! In your

last letter to me about a year ago, you said that very

soon you were going to inform me about the new plans

in the future, but since then I have never heard a

single word from you about the plans of the Expedition.

Mr. Beck told me that he knows nothing

more of your plans than I do, but I was told by somebody

in Aukland, N. Z.
,
that this Expedition goes until 1932,

that that was the report that came out in the annual

Museum Report. I thought that I might expect to find-

some letter from you, but all the same old story (nothing),

so we don'

t

know what you intend doing in the future.

We just came from the rough Dew Zealand

sea and had bad weather all the way outside of the Tropics*

I tell you that this schooner is not suitable for sailing

outside of the Tropics. In the Tropics we go all right;

warm weather, and in the case of a gale wind, we can get

to one of the islands, but not down in the South. On our

trip from Norfolk Island to here, we ran into the center

of a very strong cyclone on June 2nd. Everybody in the

ship thought that they were never going to see land again,

but God did not forget us in the middle of the furious

ocean. My wife became very frightened after that, and I,
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too. She does not want to go on the schooner any more

for far away trips. So I want to let yon know about

my plans here on the ship. I had planned to leave the

Expedition next month. That had been the understanding

between me and Mr. Beck in Suva last year, because he

did not want to send us home on a vacation trip. When

we came to stay about three years more, he said that

he might not be staying more than a year or so. My

plans now are to stay just until next April or May,

and then my wife and I are going home. The matter of

our returning to the field is for you to decide, if

the terms suit the Museum and us. But if the Museum

does not need us after next May, your silence is

enough of an answer.

Our best wishes to you and your family.

Yours faithfully,

Jose G. Correia
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June 22. 54

The weather was a little damp in the morning

when we went ashore to collect. We landed at the mouth

of the creek and I went to the east side for awhile,

and then found a trail to the forest, so I went in until

I came to the top of the mountain. The first birds I

met were the beautiful ground doves. Swifts are very

common everywhere. While crossing the coconut grove

I saw a few parraqueets flying from tree to tree and

a few warblers too. When I reached the cotton field

I saw several white-eyes and some green finches. At one

dead tree were several wood swallows which I collected.

Before reaching the forest I saw two long-tail doves

in the grass and a few wild hens. I saw a wild bull

and cow wandering around in the forest. Way in the

forest I saw a few Mangerin trees full of fruit and

hundreds of parraqueets eating it. I saw a large bird

resting in a tree and at first I thought it was a hen.

I shot it down, but when I picked it up I found it was

not a hen but a mallaui This was a very rare bird ,
so

I started right away to search for more and a little

later I got one. A large area of land in the forest

is full of coffee trees of an abandoned coffee planta-

tion. The ground is quite covered with coffee berries

and there seems to be nobody to care for it. The old

trees are all in straight lines about five feet apart,

and at the edge of the plantation I saw a few small

cement tanks and a long galvanized pipe which came

from the creek above, but no water was running in it.
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There was also an old cleaning machine, bat all these

things had not been used for a long time.

The most common birds around were doves ( four

different species live in this island). The pigeons

are the same species that we found in Samoa and Tongoa,

and in the Lau group in the Fiji Islands. The black

pigeons are the same as those we found everywhere at

Samoa, Tongoa and Fiji. The Clementin doves here are

a different species from any of those at the other

groups, and have a different call. I saw the ground

doves under the orange trees eating the seeds of the

rotten fruit. There are a few small birds in the

forest. I was on the lookout for sooty flycatchers

and thrushes, but did not see any today.

June 23

I took the same place today. I was told to

keep a good lookout for mallaus, thrushes, sooty fly-

catchers. The birds that I saw today were the same

as those of yesterday. I saw three mallaus, but a

little far away. I collected one sooty flycatcher.

I saw one thrush, but it flew away. Large green doves

were in the highest trees in the forest, 30 some of

them were spoiled when they hit the ground. I got

two of them and three Olementin doves, three long- tail

doves and a few other small birds.

June 24

Tie went ashore a little late today because we

had a few birds to skin in the morning. I got two
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raallaus and one thrush. 1 saw two more thrushes. Tout

they flew too fast. One mallau called, but I saw it

fly away at a distance. i saw several old nests, but

they were more common on the edges of the creeks. Once

in a while I saw flying foxes on orange trees eating

the fruit.

June 25- July 1

I went to the same place for five days, but

only on two days found four redbreasts , -two each day.

Mallaus are very common birds on this island, so we

found them everywhere. On July 1st we moved the ship

to the east end of the bay in the morning. I went

this morning over the ridge of the mountain, but the

place is very bare, all full of grass and only a few

big trees in the canyon. Very few small birds were

seen about; on the ridge I heard a few pigeons and two

mallaus. I found a hen's nest on a fern tree about

thirty-five feet above the ground with two eggs in it;

this is the first hen's nest that I have seen on a tree.

I came back to the ship at evening, mostly empty handed.

I wanted to shoot anything that came in sight, but I

got practically nothing except two mallaus and six

small birds, one pigeon. I saw two thrushes, but they

were too fast.

July 2

This morning I took the hill side and one creek

On the hillside I saw only a few small birds, but in

the creek I saw several sooty flycatchers and thrushes;

I got one of the latter, and the others flew very fast



,
* s •

. i ©to:;v •
; x .. .. . .*.. • .t v.

' r
,s.:.

. 'd :-Ll;y O'J. . , ;S# 0 o ro ^

... i . -q LI: [mere i .tvmiirf ai& a u -'O.; v.,I*

.

U '• 3 .... '. • oO - ti . I ;> I LfiV* JB '(

.5i.r/~r: e;.;

I "I«T»~3S ©sxr&

.•Sat fi o e» o Wo , a« a jatrcfftat *r^o? biiixo'.: s%s,b crxl no \;Ino

oo , ha -.}! v 1 fiirld: as ©Mil aorvtoe \;i 37 ©xt auni U '•:

q tie oil 6*<va.fi aw 18-1 ;!*/& nO . o'X©fxw^io79 meril onjfo't

rtu-rr I .^aiotoai oitl cii .;£.! orfi %o fen© ieao © fi o5

•> UQ . r 1 i
• J

C r + l -

'

5

1

v
:;

• •' 0 ;u; ; rxo ’

’ ai

#©.5 - ."o b t;„ . ......
r:^ to I , oxad \j~ ev ex e. .j"

siar acr.irf flame :v 9 i ^to .• .no^nao odd ax o©»*xd 3id

cftfo'ixj oiij at o'! ii r;a ?©oa 8’aexi s 'batfol I . wniinr

.

. babxio. v-Jgfiffo v;. ?3pm , 7* Laavo 5a aixla odd 6« loac arnet .

I .. er;.Oo j,b:j .

'
:. L.J OC'riV, : .

.-;..
.

-
• :•

; n, •

. ; 0 • •: ,• croc .' :ui£ .,orc . I.. .

$d$ xrcf .oo ..r it or;5 -xss I .aoe^J-cr on ar.'r *
:

. 5 eal col o • -v

. o©to ©ao oae o5is IIx.:. oil .loo i I -^axntom ©iiR

fit ?
•

• , a &':r |rf v?a. « 'Sino I ox- fli. or. 5 .

r? %• 7 ©
:

' et&di O o.fv -t© , '£sls£sl ad; :.o oao ov-



and were lost in the dense bushes. There too I saw 5

7

several sooty flycatchers, but did not have much of a

chance at them. I shot four, but only found two. I

heard many others call in the thick vines on the tall

trees. I heard a few mallaus call, but I shot only

two. Everywhere on this island I saw many abandoned

plantations of all sorts, coconut, coffee, cotton. The

coconuts grow up under the trees, and the cotton and

coffee is over the ground.

llguna Island, Hew Hebrides
July 3, 1926

This island is only three miles north of

Efate I. and has a few small villages on it. The

highlands are grass covered, but the seaside has some

very big forests and is all volcanic. When I landed

I did the best I could to prevent the natives going

with me, but in vain. Three of them followed me all

morning and two more joined us about noon and never

left me alone all the day. The forests are very dense

all over and very few birds were in the trees. The

first birds that I shot were a large light hawk that

was resting up on a dead tree on a banana plantation,

and one small cuckoo. The natives with me made such

a noise that they scared all the birds away. 1 told

them that I didn't like them to follow me because they

drove away the birds, but they kept on going just the

same. I heard some thrushes call and saw one, but it

was too quick. 1 also heard a few thick heads, but

got only one in the afternoon. The natives said that
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there were plenty of mallaus all about the woods, hut gg

I never heard nor saw one. Some wild fowl were about,

and I shot one hen. The days are very short so we don't

have much time in the afternoon for collecting. The

most common birds here are parraqueets and white-eyes.

A few Clementin and green doves call from the trees ,

and once in awhile a long tailed dove flies by. The

ground doves are more common around orange trees.

July 4

Creat day in the United States of America'.

The 4th of July was spent quite lonely on the

Schooner France, anchored near the iiguna I. This is

the third 4th of July that we have spent in the South

Sea Islands. Where will we spend the next? I expect

in America, and hope so too.

July 5 Mau Island

We left Nguna I. in the morning and arrived

at Mau about eight o'clock the same morning. We landed

at Lagoon Village, and after Mr. Beck had permission

from the Chief, we went off to collect. 1 did the best

1 could to avoid company, but in vain. The procession

after me started with one and increased to nine by noon.

These people here may be related to the Samoan people.

I went up to the peak in the center of the island
,
going

up one canyon, but it was very dense. I saw two gallin-

ules fly from one side to the other, but a little far

from me. At one big tree i saw several green doves, but

I got only one and one young long- tailed dove. One man



-
'

-

•

c a*. 03 i t o :l \7ev stj3 Q'4-i fc t$E .£S0ri eao Jor I bn....

t Z . q»X to*'
-

. .T'O-.' u'ieJtii * ai ©mi? f'oxrr: r

.EiS"
t
9-9 ; id. feati s?9©,;f>iiix&rj ©ix; sit'd ebi' a go; iol c'B.*a

, eoetij otfj C!0_Xx I la© bqto& nejn bna ttUaeraoIC wol L

Of® .^cf eailb avo 6 6 9 1 xa s io I a ©I Adia a r ©cue £••..••

- ';i? c>u / 3 fen ova u MO; eauirt oijj oavoft . ;;rc

£ 4 lift

Xo aoia&t i on ; n <;sb ^*9T-:

saJ
.
jo ^leaol ©Jfs.ro tt'riec • sex Pin, bro rfJ [> ©if!'

.

•Joaoxe I
;

.

'*
' B '

.oo? os sqon bria . at> »r

fcaale J . & iXv •

6 >vfTi- :fl.o Td5‘:a*rcui ad? ax .1 sarr^H J . oi o'"

.

a-p fee !-ts8<t h. ; rf doofi .tM cna , efcailiV coo?^; Ja

jued 9 il3 bife j .Joelloo oJ tto Jtrov sw .IditfC ortj no”'?

r')xaG0C"3-r. ©rfY .aiav a i Jatf , 'pyjrTJofc biova ..? b Use ‘

aoo :? i-rixc :•? isBasioni baa ©no i? i? aeJ'.^lc. am tsk

. a r ogr acoasat. oJ fto-jalei ©rf -

vara onod eljjooq ar on?

.aio? .
bfiala r @di 1c isJnao axis? at Xasq sriJ oJ qtf Jaett 1

.Mia; ovd v-vs I .sea©5 ^vov eax Jx Joe .ao^aeo 9, o qp

o; ?il a J of ,io4Jo e.U oJ sbia ado movb.

ltd ,
jovoX aaois f^iovea was i soi? §icf sao JA .©.:. rao*"’

(W p . : „? -gao I qnao\; ©ao baa ©no *

4 la; ?
OBIS 3EW



59followed me all the way over the mountain and when we

reached the crater in the center of the island, we met

six men working, hut all of them left their work and

took part in the procession, so now I have seven after

me. One of them showed me two different kinds of trees

and told me to he careful about them. One of them,

he said, if it came in contact with the tender skin,

made it itch sometimes for weeks. The milk. of another,

from the leaves, getting on the skin, brought on the

balomoon skin disease. These two dangerous trees are

very common in the Mew Hebrides. There is no lave on

the crater of this island, but very good soil which is

planted with coconut trees, bananas, some tarro, and

plenty of sugar cane. I saw very few birds there, but

heard mallaus call at two different places, but the

people chased them away with their loud cries when they

called me. I told them they had better not follow me

because they bothered me in ray work, so they sent two

little boys back, but the seven big men followed me

just the same. 1 left the crater and took a road to

go across the island with the idea of coming back over

the south side of the island. A little ways down 1

met a man at work in the plantation and he showed me a

nest of the ground dove with two baby birds in it. i

brought the young birds with me because I think that

Mr. Beck would like to bring them up and send them home

for the zoo. At one small tree with red flowers on,

I collected a few red-headed Honeysuckers , and saw one

Tahitian cuckoo, but I had no chance to shoot it.
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The people of the New Hebrides are mostly all

very small in size and the women are very short. The

people are quite ugly in the South Sea Islands'. The

houses where they live are very low and dark inside,

and also very dirty, the people too. Most of the men

speak English, more or less, but most of them don't

like to work for small money.

July 6

'.7e left Mau i. about four a.m. for Monument

Rook and Matasso Islands, but the sea was a little

rough so we oould not stop there. Around Monument

Rook we saw a flock of boobies flying about and 1 saw

two terns among them. The sea was rough when we came

to Mai I. and we dropped anchor about noon. We went

ashore to collect in the afternoon. 1 took the south-

west end of the island, but that part is not very good

for birds because I saw but very few. I collected

only a few doves and parraqueets. The mosquitoes

toward night wanted to eat us on the flat lands. The

natives here did not follow mel Very good people.

July 7

'7e went ashore in the morning, and I went to

the same place as yesterday and over the flat land

to the end, but I wa3 sorry I went there. I was trap-

ped by the rose bushes and small Pandanos, and the

place is mostly all swamp and full of mosquitoes which

bite like dogs. I heard many pigeons call from the

trees, but it was hard to see them among the thick
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foliage. I heard a few sooty flycatchers, tut saw only fit

two which I collected. I tramped for a few hours in

the dense bushes of the swamp before I could find my

way out of them. I heard a few thrushes, but did not

see any. A little shower came in the afternoon and it

rained all afternoon. The mosquitoes were so thick

around me that I ran as fast as possible from the forest,

but they followed me everywhere I went.

July 8

There was a light rain all day long so nobody

went ashore today. Holiday.

July 9

Today I was on the lookout for small parraqueets

and blue finches. Hicks and I went together in the

morning to the big tree where he saw some blue finches

yesterday. Cn the road we saw small parraqueets around

the coconut trees. Hicks shot one and another went

away. At the big tree where the finches were, we got

three in the morning and one hummingbird. Only a few

warblers were up on the tree so we decided to go over

to the coconut trees to look for small parraqueets.

Hicks had better luck than I; he struck five, while I

was only two fly over the coconut trees in the afternoon,

but got none.

July 10

Today I was all day on the lookout for small

parraqueets among the coconut groves, but none -were seen.

The redbreasted robin at this island lives on the flat
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62ground in the thick hushes. The ground doves are the

commonest among the doves at this group. I have never

yet seen any hawks at this island.

July 12

My luck today has been very had I I was looking

for humming birds and red-headed finches. Of the latter

I saw none, and of the former I saw three, but got none.

Hard luck is against me for a long time about finding

rare birds, and especially in this group of islands,

but I hope that it may change sometime before I leave

the field.

July 13

’.7e left Mai Island early in the morning and

started for Monument Rock, trying to get some sea birds,

but the captain found out that the -^©ad- was out aways

and he could not steer; so we came to Undine Bay in

smooth water to investigate the trouble and found out
/^ 4 't /

<\h that the
,
post was split and we would have to go to

Vila for repairs. 'Ve set out again for Vila nest day,

and arrived there on the morning of the 15th.

July 15

I was sent out by Mr. Beck about ten o'clock

to collect and keep a lookout for yellow-bellies and

any other rare birds. I got only one yellow-belly and

a few other birds, and a lot of bats in one cave.

July 16

Today I ran into a large species of land fox

of the forest, and I got only two yellow-bellies and
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two cuckoos. I saw many other common birds at differ-

ent places, and heard some sooty flycatchers, but saw

none.

Efate Island, July 21.

Back again at Undine Bay! I was sent out to

search for red-headed finches. I went up to the place

we knew of in the forest to try my luck, because those

birds were very rare. the first time we called at

this place, so I did not bother 'with any other birds

on my way up. On my arrival at the tree we knew of,

1 saw two red-headed finches; I shot one and after

waiting a little while a few more came. Then they

came one by one, and in about an hour I had twelve;

for about an hour not one was seen, but later they

came back again and I got six more
, making eighteen

in a few hours.

July 22
Monument Bock and Mattaso Is.

I did not go ashore at these places so I can't

say anything about them.

July 23 Makura Is.

I went ashore in the morning. Very few birds

live here. At the top of the island I only saw two

kingfishers which I collected. On the sides I collect-

ed a few small birds and one black pigeon and a few

Clementin doves. Very few honeyeaters were seen at

the flowering trees.
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July 24 Tongariki Is.

At this island we saw sixteen species of birds,

but very few of each kind. The forests are dense and

low. At the top of the mountain it is all plum grass

and very few small trees. At some creeks we saw once

in a while a small bird, but it was very hard to shoot

because of the thick bushes. We had a hard day's work

for nothing.

July 26 Tongoa Is.

We arrived here yesterday morning and started

work this morning. The bushes are very dense all over

the island and very few birds are still here, only

the common ones. The island was swept by a hurricane

three years ago and it killed a lot of birds, so our

collecting was small.

July 27

It was a very fine morning when we came ashore,

but the weather changed very soon. It began to rain

about nine a.m. and kept on all day. 1 decided to go

after malau eggs. The natives took us to the place

where they nest at an embankment on the east side of

the island near the beach, and we found twelve eggs,

four at one hole and the others one at each place.

7/hen we came back we were all wet and we learned from

the natives that the ship had to clear out from the

island and get shelter at Api Island , so we called at

Mr. Michelsen ' s house and stayed there until Friday

(30) morning, when the ship came back to us again.
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July 30

I went to the east southeast side of the island

today and struck some red-headed blue finches. I found

them on the small trees which have fruit like figs.

The birds pick up the fuit and go to another tree and

eat it. They never stop long on the tree where they

get the fruit, but on the others near by. Cn the road

I got two longtailed doves and two green doves.

July 31

I went to the same place as yesterday for blue

finches . Yesterday I got nine, but today I got only

five until about noon and then the wind started to

blow and change to south so I went to the ship as soon

as possible in the case of its having to put out to

sea, as we did not want to be left behind again. But

the wind dropped again in the afternoon and we waited

there until Monday morning and left Tongoa at daybreak

for Api Island.

Aug. E Api Island

We left Tongoa I. at daybreak and arrived at Api

I. in the afternoon. .7e went ashore, but it was very

late, so I came back in the dark with empty hands.

The fields there are very bad. Cn the plain land the

ground is almost covered with weeds and vines and some

very dense plum grass. On the hills there are many

big trees, but the ground is all weeds and at some

places they are very high and dense. The top of the

trees is almost covered with vines, making it quite

impossible to see the birds above. We spent a week
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66here, but our collection was not very good because

part of the birds were lost among the weeds. I found

an old thrush's nest, but no other kinds of nests were

seen around. The people here live very miserably;

their houses look more suitable for pigs than for

people. The soil is very fertile and everything grows

well, but it is almost all full of weeds and bushes.

A few patches of cotton grow very fine, but the people

are too lazy to take care of it. Indian corn grows well

here and tastes very good. We left Api I. on August 9

in the morning for Lopevi I. and arrived there about

one p.m.

Lopevi Island, New Hebrides
August 9, 1926.

This island is 4755 feet high. The lower part

is covered with big trees, the middle part is full of

small bushes and the upper is bare lava. Most of the

birds live in the lower part among the high trees, many

of which are Ironwood trees. At first sight the island

seems birdless, but we found quite a good number of

different species. The common yellow-eye in fiji, Samoa,

and Tonga Is. we found here for the first time in the

New Hebrides, but a different species, a little large

and brown in color. The thrushes came right in the

houses to eat. I saw two malau eggs which the natives

showed me, but I never saw the birds. I saw a large

flock of small green finches among the cotton fields.

Almost every native mail has a gun for killing pigeons,

so there were very few seen, le spent two days here

and left this island on the 11th in the afternoon and
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arrived at Pauuma I. in the evening. 67

Pauuma Island, Aug. 12

This island is very small and is very hilly and

wooded all over with many dry creeks. The forests are

very dense and quite covered with vines and weeds. The

most common birds here are doves. le heard them call

all over the island, hut it was very hard to see one.

I found red-headed finches very common, hut it is hard

to find the trees where they feed; hut at those trees

I saw a very large flock of them on the evening of the

day before we left the island, so it was too late to

take a large number of them.

Ambrym Island, Aug . 14

We arrived at this island about ten a.m. and

went ashore, but the day was very hot and the ground

dusty and we had no time to go far in the forests and

our collection was small and of common birds. At last

we have met the cannibals of the New. Hebrides! They

are the worst looking people that I ever saw in my life.

Those people are not cannibals now, but except for killing

people and eating them they have the same habits as they

had in cannibal days.

Aug. 16

I went over the north side of the island. The

place is mostly volcanic with new bushes all over it.

Very few birds were seen and very wild, but at one

place I met a number of black thrushes among the dense

bushes and collected three of them. There are some
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68white-eyes here, the white iris and brown too. Cn my

way to the bushes i met a large crowd of bushmen coming

down to the beach to sell copra and cotton. Each man

had a large belt around his waist, but otherwise they

were naked and part of their faces were painted black.

They looked more like devils than men. If I had not

met two of them on the beach before and heard from the

other people that they were all tame, I might have

thought it was my last moment of life! As I knew about

them, instead of running away from them, I went directly

to them and shook hands with them all. All those people

have dirt enough on their bodies to plant banana trees

and tarro too without touching their skin. My collec-

tion today was not good. At one place I saw a few

thrushes which I shot ( three)
, but the bush was very

dense and new. There is no fresh water anywhere on the

island; for drinking the people use coconuts and some

rain water. We stopped for the night and sailed next

morning.

Malekula Island, Aug. 17

At last we arrived in the heart of the cannibals'

islandsl Many people told us at Port Villa ’’Don't land

at Malekula because they still eat human flesh there,

and if you go in the bush you will never come back again.

The most dangerous cannibals at this island were the

white traders and planters. Those white cannibals have

killed more native people under their cruelty to make

them work for nothing than the native people have killed

the white. We heard stories from both sides, and up to
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now I have never seen anything wrong at this island ,

so I dropped the matter.

77e found a specimen of crow which we had not

seen before. I found a new species of kingfishes, small-

er than the others and a very dark blue back, white

throat and brown belly. The female has a white spot

between the legs. I can't give notes day by day because

I have no time for that, so I must give them the best I

can. While we stopped at Malekula I. I found out that

there were not many birds in sight, and some very common

at another island were very rare here. Thrushes are

quite common in the canyon but very wild. I found out

that the thrush here goes to rest at the top of the high

trees and not in the thick bushes. The thick-head here

is very common too; we saw them everywhere among the

tree3. The shrike is a rare bird here and very few were

seen. "We stopped at Bushman Bay until Aug. 24th. It

is a good place, but not many people live there. There

is a very large coconut field and also a large cotton

field, but most of it stays on the ground because there

is not enough labor to do the work. On our last day

I went over the large valley full of very high trees.

I saw several thrushes and malaus and many thick-heads.

I found one malau egg buried about a foot deep in the

ground on the cotton field about a mile from the beach.

Malekula Island, Aug. 23.

7/e stopped at two places on the mainland and

on two small islands near the west end. At one we did

not make any collection because the place is very small
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70and so many people live there, but at another small

island while Mr. Beck went to the mainland, I went

around the small island , but only a few common birds were

seen there. At this part of Malekula there are still

cannibals. The people of the small island have planta-

tions on the mainland, but when they go there they always

go in a large party and all armed with guns in case they

should meet any bushmen. We were told by some native

men that the bushmen were very seldom seen near the sea

and that they never try to cross the sea because they

are afraid of drowning and they couldn' t swim, so the

others feel safe on the small islands. We have seen

at the New Hebrides that on every island the people are a

different race from one place to another, and have dif-

ferent habits of life. At some places we saw hundreds

of pig jaws which had two big tusk teeth. The pigs are

killed for some celebrations or ceremonies of the native

habirs, and after the ceremony the jaw of each pig is

placed on a rack and let there forever. If anybody takes

a jaw from that rick it is considered sacrilege among

the others and might result in the death of the guilty

man. When we left Malekula I. we came to a small island

quite close to Sspiritu Santo Island.

Malo Island, Aug. 27.

‘,7e arrived here this morning and went ashore

aboiit nine a.m. The island is lower; the highest peak

is about 1000 feet and the remainder is quite plain.

The fields for collecting are fine; almost all open

bushes and clear forests, but not many species of birds
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live here and nothing new was found. A large part of the ^
forest birds live on the lower land. I saw thrushes and

soot? flycatchers right in the village and thick-heads

were everywhere. The most common birds here are the red-

capped dove. I heard them calling everywhere, but there

are not many small birds. I was told by some native

people that the small kingfisher is very common here, but

the large ones are rare. 1 saw three 3raall and only one

large. The native name for kingfisher is 3igo. The

orange trees are full of fruit most all over the island,

but the natives did not offer one to us! Many of them

followed me along the forest and at some places they pick-

ed oranges and ate them before me without asking me if

I wanted one! The first people of the kind we had met

in the South Sea Island.

s

Sspiritu Santo Island, Aug. 30

Je came to this island two days ago, but we

collected nothing before today. The land is quite low

and full of thick weeds and grass. A few patches of trees

are almost covered with vines and high reeds. The first

birds I saw were two rails which flew over the bushes,

then for a long time I did not see any bird. At last I

went in the high tree forest full of dense bushes inside.

I heard a few thick-heads calling, but it was very rare

to see one. Once in awhile I saw a couple of yellow-

bellies in the big trees and occasionally a sooty flycat-

cher came inside. At another patch of forest 1 saw some

thrushes and crows, but very few. On the cleaned land

I saw a few yellow-eyes and white eyes, but no rare birds.
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Aug. 31 72

I took the other field today, but nothing new was

seen. I found a small nest with two eggs in it. They

were very dark brown with darker spots. The nest seems

quite like that of the sooty flycatcher, but the eggs

are darker than those we have found in Fiji Islands.

The birds that I saw around the nest were sooty fly-

catchers, but they never went on the nest. I took it

with me because it was raining badly and if I left it

there until the next day, I might never have found it

again.

Sept. 1, 1926.

I went out only for half a day. I found a good

field of open forest, but the same birds that I had seen

before, and very few in number. Thick-heads are common-

est and next is the yellow-belly. I saw a few doves'

nests on the rock cave five feet from the ground. Very

few doves live at this part of the island compared to

other islands of this group, and no warblers were seen

around

.

3ept. 2

77e left the canal and came to the west end of

the island, stopping at the II. W. side. The fields are

quite flat and densely forested, nothing new was found

at this end either, and after a few days we pushed

farther north to the end and called at a small island

named Dauphin, which has two fresh water lakes. Here

we found new birds on the laks, but when w/e fired at

them they dived down before the shots reached them.
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On the first day I got four, but I had to swim in the

lake for the last two I shot, next day we carried the

small boat over the bushes and Mr. Beck went into the

middle and shot some. Hicks and I shot a few on the

sides.

Dauphin Island, Sept. 2-12

On the 7th in the afternoon we left Dauphin

Island and sailed for the Banks group, but we had rough

weather and quite a head wind so we arrived at a small

island (I don’t know its name yet) in the afternoon,

and Hicks and I went ashore. Hicks brought in six small

birds, but I went over bad field all full of grass. I

saw a few birds, but had no chance to collect any except

one shrike, but the shots cut his bill quite off and

broke the skull. The wind started to increase, so we had

to clear off from land about nine o'clock. Uext morning

we were about ten miles to the lee side and it was still

very rough and got worse up to noon, so we decided to

look for shelter until the weather changed. At about

four p.m. we dropped anchor on the lee side of Gaua

or Santa Maria Island. The island is very densely wooded

all over the weather side and at many places on the lee

side too. The villages at this island are right in the

center or up on the hills. I did not see any coconut

plantations here. The natives are very friendly and

most all the men speak English. *.7e are still waiting

for good weather.

Gaua Island, Sept. 10

The weather was very wet in the morning, but
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we went out about nine a.m. ?ery few birds were seen ^
about on the flat land, but up high I saw a few more,

among which were red-capped finches and thrushes.

Sept. 11

I went further up the creek today, so I saw

a few sooty flycatchers and thick-heads, and two thrushes

but had no chance for the latter.

Melapav Island, Sept. 14

We left Gaua Island on Sunday afternoon, but

under the head wind and rough weather we arrived at

Melapav I. on Tuesday morning at daybreak. The island

is about forty-five degrees inclined and the trails to

go up to the top are very steep. Mr. Beck's intention

was to go to the top for shearwaters. The top was all

covered with very dense fog and the bushes were very wet;

the wind blew so hard at some times that it knocked

everybody down, and the fog came so thick at times that

we could only see as far as ten or twelve feet, so we

never could see the center of the crater and it was

very dangerous going down because there are many cliffs

around. Then the natives told Mr. Beck that the birds

which nest in the crater come in March and not now, but

another kind nest outside now, so maybe we can find some

there under the roots of the tfees. 7e came down for

awhile and then started to look for shearwaters, but

only one was found by Mr. Beck today. v7e spent the

night partly anchored and partly dragging under the

heavy squall until the dawn.
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Sept. 15 75

I stayed on board because I had two fingers of

my right hand badly bruised, because the wind knocked

me down and I struck my hand between my gun and some

rocks on the ground and the small finger-nail came off,

so I could not use ray hand for a few days. No more

shearwaters were found in the nests, so Mr. Beck came

back about five o'clock and sailed off for Valua I.

Valua Island, Sept. 17

This island is small in size, but has very good

forests; very few birds in them. I went ashore for the

first time since I hurt my fingers, and I went up for

quite a' distance without seeing one bird! The first

one I saw was a shrike , and then I heard a few pigeons

call among the trees, but they were very hard to see

because of the dense foliage of the trees. I got only

a few birds here because the rain started in the after-

noon. Next day I stayed on board to skin birds. T

,7e

sailed at noon and headed for Santa Cruz Islands,

arriving there on Sunday afternoon (19)

Vanikoro Island, Santa Cruz Group, Sept. 20

This island has a very good forest, but very

very dense. I went over the highest mountain in search

of rare birds, but very few were seen about the ridge.

At the very top I found a hole in the ground about

thirty feet deep and six feet across. This hole was

made by rain water which sank at that place. On the

sides I found three swifts' nests. One had two young
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birds about three or four days old; one had two fresh

eggs, and another had the birds on the nest. Hear the

same place I shot a kingfisher, the only one we got at

this side of the island. The weather was very bad every

day; heavy showers came right along, so it made it hard

to collect. Some of the birds are quite different from

those of the Banks and Hew Hebrides Islands, except the

red-capped doves and Pacific pigeons. Three species of

small birds and some thick-heads kept going together in

the thick bushes, but not many in number, and for a few

miles we did not see a bird anywhere. He spent four days

at this bay and then moved to the north side of the same

island where the people said there were plenty of croco-

diles, because here we never saw one.

Vanikoro Island, 3ept. 24

At this side of the island ( north) we expected

to meet with some alligators or crocodiles, but there

were none in sight, and there were no signs of them.

77e found the birds here about the same as on the other

bay. He spent two days here and left on Sunday morning

for Utupua Island, arriving there at sunset.

While sailing among the Banks and Santa Cruz

Islands we met several shearwaters of about four or five

different kinds, and I saw one black, small petrel. Some

tropic birds passed us, but kept right on going. A few

curlews and plovers and tatlers r/ere collected by

Mr. Beck at the north side of Vanikoro Island.
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Utupua Island, Sept. 27

Ve arrived here yesterday evening and had a good

77

restful night. This morning was beautiful and we went

ashore to collect. I went in a canoe with a native

who landed me at the mangrove beach inside the Lagoon

Bay. The first bird I met was a red-capped dove. Then

I saw one fantail, but missed it. Very few birds live

at this island; of small birds I saw only about four or

five species. The fine weather lasted only a short time;

a heavy shower came up about ten o'clock and it continued

to rain all afternoon, so my collection was very small.

The natives here told us that there are some small

alligators in this bay, but at the end of it in the creek.

Sept. 28-30

I went over to the north end where I saw a large

mangrove swamp and a flat valley. The mangrove goes

further inland and then the bush land plain begins and

goes very far in. Here I looked for the white-breasted

ground dove. I saw several ground doves fly in the

distance, but could not make out what they were. 1 got

three common ones and a few other birds. On the reefs I

saw several curlews, plovers, tatlers and white-bellied

sandpipers; among these birds I collected a few and two

sandpipers. At this island we only found thrushes at

two flat places near the beach. On the first day7 I got

seven in about thirty; minutes in the afternoon. The

number of species of land birds here is very small.

!7e left here and sailed for the Duff Group where we

arrived on Saturday morning, Oct. 2.
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Disappointment Island

7Jo went ashore about nine a.m. The first to

welcome t;s was a large cloud of mosquitoes which tried

our blood to see if it was sweet. After fighting them

for awhile, each of us took a different way into the forest.

The first bird I saw was a male thickhead which I mistook

for a thrush. Later I saw two more thickheads and one

honey-eater (red), and further up a few more honey-eaters

and one small parraqueet. Pacific pigeons, red- capped

doves and a kingfisher were about the only land birds

we got today.

Oct. 4

'.7e went ashore again today and looked for ground

doves and a few others; there were very few birds on

the island. I saw one gallinule on the taro patches,

but I missed it.

Oct. 5

This morning we lifted anchor and went around

to the small inlets with the hope of finding some sea

birds, but nothing came in sight except a few boobies

flying far away in the distance, so we came to another

large island of the same group and dropped anchor there

about noon; we collected in the afternoon. At this

island we found very few birds, only four or five

species. In the evening we sailed out again for ileef

Islands

.

Heef Islands, Oct. 6-10

This group of islands is flat and of lime

formation, and a great part of the land is covered with
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breadfruit trees. I never before saw so many pigeons

together; there are thousands of them everywhere and

they are quite tame, some staying about twenty feet

from us and not flying away anti 1 we came closer. There

are very few species of small birds. lie

d

T capped doves

called everywhere, but it'- was very hard to see them

in the dense foliage on the tops of the trees. There

are a few ground doves too, but they are wilder than

the others, flying away at the first sight of anybody.

The pigeons now have young ones, some ready to fly,

but the ground doves and red-capped doves start laying

now. I found three ground doves' nests and one red-

cap's with eggs but no sign of young birds yet. Probabl

they nest a little later than the pigeons. Uo small

birds' nests were seen here. I saw a cave which had

some small bats and swifts, but it was too dark so I

could not find any nests inside. About the lagoon and

over the mangroves there are many thousands of shore

birds, curlews, gowdits, gurnstones, plovers, tatlers,

sandpipers, herons, green herons, white-capped terns

and yellow billed terns. On the second day here the

natives called me to look at one alligator that was

asleep in the shallow water of the lagoon near the small

mangrove tree. I took a look from a distance, and so

saw a black spot in the water. About halfway on the

reefs between the two islands there were two more of

small size, but 1 only saw the black spots.

Heef Islands, Cct. 11-17

The Pacific pigeons are the most common birds
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on this island; we saw and heard them all over. Red-

capped doves were also heard everywhere in the forests.

80

There were not so many long- tailed and ground doves.

^7e found yellow-eyes and parraqueets only at one plane

around the Missionary station at the Lomlom Island;

outside of this place, it is very rare to see one. The

pigeons are almost all young ones of all sizes and few

fresh eggs were found by the natives. Ground doves are

nesting now too. 1 found six nests of these birds, but

the eggs were in an advanced state of incubation. I

only found one nest of the red-capped dove with one egg

in it, but it had a big chicken inside. The parraqueets

are beginning to make love now for nesting. I noticed

that the male birds are very jealous of the mate when

another male bird comes near.

Kapani Island, Oct. 13

Tie left Reef Islands this morning and dropped

anchor at ITapani Island ,
outside the reefs late in the

afternoon. Tie could not go ashore because it was too

late and the weather was bad. Uext morning the weather

was worse and a heavy rain fell all morning. In the

afternoon it cleared but very little; we went ashore,

but after we had landed a very heavy shower came and

spoiled our collecting, but we got a few noddies and

some land birds. Next day we tried again for a few more

shore and land birds. IJo nests were found except those

of lesser noddies. A few tropic birds flew over the

island and one frigate bird was seen flying high up

over the island. Few people live here and in very poor
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condi ti on.

Santa Cruz Island , Cot. 16

A small collection was made at this island at

81

this time. 1 landed at the south side of Gracioza Bay.

The land goes flat for awhile and then goes up a little.

Bed-capped doves called everywhere. A few ground doves

were seen and collected. Long- tailed doves and Pacific

pireons were very common too. I saw yellow-eyes near

the beach on the flat land, but not many on high land.

The small fantails here are different from those of

Vanikoro I., and one new species of small bird was

found on this island; it is the size and quite the same

color of the white-eye, but lives in thick forests in

pairs. Very few were seen and only four collected.

I found one nest of the ground dove with two baby birds

in it, and also a wild hen's nest on the ground with

five eggs in it. I broke one and found a chicken about

half way advanced in incubation, so I left the other

four there. Several swallows flew over the road and

along the beach. Plenty of wild fowl were seen in the

bushes and roosters called everywhere. At this part

of the island there are no signs of wild pigs, maybe

there are some over on the other side, and maybe some

different birds too, but I have not gone over there yet.
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list of Birds of Hew Hebrides Islands 82
taken by the Whitney Expedition. J. G. C.

Efate Island

Land Birds
1 . Hawk 19. Warbler
2. Gallimile 20. White -eye (Gold)
3. Mai an 21. Red Honeysucker
4. Pigeon (Pacific) 22. Blue-head Finch
5. Black Pigeon 23. Swallow
6. Green Dove 24. Gray Swift
7. Ground Dove 25. Wild Fowl
8. He d- cap Dove 26. Wood Swallow

,9. Long- tail Dove 27. Hail (Viar)
10. Parakeet large) 28. Bat
11. Thrush 29. Fly-fox
12. Sooty Flycatcher 30. Owl
13. Kingfisher 31. Fan-tail (small)
14. Shrike 32. White -eye (gray)
15. Thick- he ad 33. White Swift
16. Yellow-belly 34. Red-cap Finch
17. Fan-tail (large) 35. Red-breast Robin
18. Broadbill 36. Duck

Uguna Island

Land Birds
1. Pigeon (Pacific) 15. Hawk
2. Malau 16. Gray Hawk
3. Black Pigeon 17. Red Honey Eater
4. Green Dove 18. White-eye (gold)
5. Long- tail Dove 19. 7/hite-eye (gray)
6. Ground Dove 20. Broadbill
7. Kingfisher 21. White Swift
8. Thick-he ad 22. Thrush
9. Cuckoo 23. Wild Fowl

10. 7/o od Swallow 24. Fly-fox
11. Shrike 25. Bat
12. 7/arbler 26. Owl
13. Red-cap Dove
14. Fan-tail

27. Parrot (small)

Sea Birds Curlew, Heron, Yellow-bill Tern.

Mau Island

Land Birds
1. Malau 10. Warbler
2. Callinule 11. White-eye (gray)
3. Green Dove 12. White-eye (golden
4. Ground Dove 13. Red Honey Eater
5. Red -can Dove 14. Black Pigeon
6. Long- tail Dove 15. 'Wo od Swallow
7. Cuckoo (Tahiti) 16. Cuckoo (small)

8. Kingfisher
9. Parrot

17. Broadbill





Mai Island 83

Land Birds
1. Pigeon (Pacific) 15
2. Black Pigeon 16
3. Green Dove 17
4. Malau 18
5. Long- tail Dove 19
6. Ground Dove 20
7. Red-cap Dove 21
8 . Thrush 22
9. Kingfisher 23

10. Sooty Flycatcher 24
11. Parrot 25
12. Paraqueet 26
13. Warbler 27
14. Red-cap Pinch

Monument Rook

Hummingbird
White-eye (golden)
White- eye (gray)
Redbreast
Red Honey Eater
Swift (gray)
Swift (white)
Broadbi 11

Pan- tail (large)
Pan- tail (small)
Shrike
Thick- he ad
Cuckoo

Plotus Booby, Red-footed Booby

Matasso Island

'Wood Swallow, Broadbi 11, Red Honey Eater

Makara I s land

Land Birds
1. Cal linule
2. Black Pigeon
3. Red-cap Dove
4. Ground Dove
5. Kingfisher

6 .

7.

8 .

9.
10 .

Wood Swallow
Warbler
Red Honey Eater
White-eye (gray)
Broadbi 11

Tongariki Island

Land Birds
1. Gallinule 9. Pan- tail (large)
2. Malau 10. Pan- tail (small)
3. Kingfisher 11. White-eye (golden
4. Long- tail Dove 12. White-eye (gray'
5. Ground Dove 13. Red Honey Eater
6. Paraqiieet (small) 14. Warbler
7. Shrike
8. Thick-head

15. Red-cap Pinch

Tongoa Island

Land Birds
1. Malau 8. Thick-head
2. Pigeon (Pacific) 9. Kingfisher
3. Green Dove 10. Parrot
4. Long-tail Dove 11. Shrike
5. Red-cap Dove 12. 7/arbler

6. Ground Dove 13. Red Honey Eater
7. Rail (Viar) 14. White-eye (gray)
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15. Whi te-eye
( golden) 19. White Swift

16. Red-head Finoh 20. Redbreast
17. Fan-tail ( large

)

21. Wood Swallow
18. Fan-tail ( smal 1

)

Epi Island

1. Malau 17. Broadbill
2. Gallinule 18. Shining Cuckoo
3. Pigeon (Pacific) 19. White-eye (gold)
4. Green Dove 29. White-eye (gray)
5. Long- tail Dove 21. Humming Bird
6. Ground Dove 22. Rail (Viar)
7. Red-cap Dove 23. Yellow-belly
8. Thrush 24. Swift (large)
9. Kingfisher 25. Swift (gray)

10. Shrike 26. Swift (white)
11. Thick-head 27. Swallow
12. Parrot 28. Hawk (large)
13. Paraqueet 29. Hawk (small)
14. Owl 30. Cuckoo
15. White Honey Eater
16. Red Honey Eater

31. Fan-tail

Loperi Island

1. Black Pigeon 14. Red Honey Eater
2. Malau 15. Kingfisher
3. Green Dove 1 6 . Thrush
4. Ground Dove 17. Redbreast
5. Long- tail Love 18. Hummingbird
6. Red-cap Dove '19. Shrike
7. Yellow-belly 20. Red -head Finch
8 . Yellow- eye 21. Blue-head Finch
9. 'White-eye (golden) 22. Swift (white)

10. White-eye (gray) 23. Paraqueet (small)
11. Sooty Flycatcher 24. Wood Swallow
12. Fan-tail (small) 25. Broadbill
13. Warbler 26 . Hawk ( large )

Pauuma. Island

1. Hawk (large) 14. Paraqueet
2. Green Dove 15. Warbler
3. Ground Dove 16. White Honey Eater
4. Red-cap Dove 17. Red Honey Eater
5. Long- tail Dove 18. Redbreast
6. Yellow-eye 19. Red-head Finch
7. Yellow-belly 20. Swift (white)
8. Kingfisher 21. Swallow
9. Shrike 22. Cuckoo

10. Sooty Flycatcher 23. White-eye (golden)
11. Fan-tail (large) 24. White-eye (gray)
12. Fan-tail (small) 25 . Thrush
13. Parrot 26. Black Pigeon





Ambrym Island

1. Black Pigeon
2. Ground Dove
3. Long- tail Dove
4. Red-cap Dove
5. Parrot
6. Thrush
7. Shrike
8. Kingfisher
9. Cuckoo ( Tahitian)

10. Cuckoo
11. Shining Cuckoo
12. Warbler

Hal 1

1. Malau
2. Pigeon Pacific).
3. Black Pigeon
4. Hawk ( large)
5. Green Dove
6. Ground Dove
7. Red-cap Dove
8. Long- tail Dove
9. Thick-head

10. Yellow-eye
11. Yellow-belly
12. Crow
13. Thrush
14. Shrike
15. Kingfisher
16. Kingfisher (small)
17. Sooty Flycatcher

13. Red Honey Rater
14. ’White-eye (gray)
15. White-eye (golden)
16. Humming Bird
17. Swift (white)
18. Wood Swallow
19. Fan-tail (small)
20. Redbreast
21. Owl
22. Hawk ( large)
23. Broadbill

ikul a Island

18. Fan-tail
19. Warbler
20. White Honey Eater
21. Red Honey Eater
22. White-eye' (golden)
23. 'White -eye gray)
24. Wood Swallow
25. Swallow
26 . Swi f t

27. Broadbill
28. Cuckoo
29. Shining Cuckoo
30. Parrot
31. Owl
32. Humming Bird
33. Swift (large)



-



Ifc.
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6> t/l<4 ttahtram pinjtif .

' _Pd natftr*m

Ptilonopus perousei .

Grimson-eap Dove
Viti Levu.

Photograph of life-
size water-color paint-
ing, showing flimsy
method of constructing
so-called nest, merely
a platform of a few
twigs.

W. J. Belcher.

Ptilotis proceri or
Honey- sucker

Viti Levu.

A photograph of one of

my life-size water-
color paintings.

W. J. Belcher.
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